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Footprints 
Iôm writing this a 

bit before Thanksgiving 

and Iôm filled with antici-

pation.  You see, my 

daughter and I will be traveling to Ar-

kansas to share the holiday with my 

family.  Itôs an exciting visit because it 

will be the first time that we have all 

the siblings and grandchildren together 

ï ever!  On top of that, weôll also have 

extended family by marriage joining us 

as well.  Grace often notes that in com-

parison to many of our Long Island 

friends we have a small family, but this 

Thanksgiving, my motherôs home will 

be bursting at the seams with those we 

love. 

I can hardly wait to see the fam-

ily, to gather to eat our traditional 

Thanksgiving meal, especially my 

motherôs homemade stuffing ï made 

the Southern way with cornbread, and 

to share stories and laughter and, of 

course, thanksgiving. 

There is so much for us to be 

thankful for.  Iôm grateful for the op-

portunity to be with family, for health 

and well-being, for a daughter that is 

the light of my life, for a work that is 

not just a job but a calling to a commu-

nity of faith that I love.  Iôm sure that if 

you take a moment, you might also 

come up with a thing or two or fifteen 

to be grateful for as well ï even in the 

midst of the varying challenges that 

we all face. 

That sense of anticipation that 

Iôm feeling also has me pondering: this 

is the kind of expectation that the sea-

son of Christmas is supposed to have.  

A joyous waiting.  A happy longing 

for Christôs birth.  The recognition that 

we live in a broken world, but one that 

has had the Prince of Peace born into it 

to both guide us and make known the 

coming of the Reign of God. 

However, the sense of anticipa-

tion that I often have for Christmas is 

one of being over-burdened by tasks: 

decorating and card writing and gift 

purchasing and the desire to come up 

with sermons that have an extra 

ñoomphò for those who only come to 

church this one time a year in hopes 

that they will choose to come more 

often.  (Iôve learned over the years that 

this is not what happens, but somehow 

it doesnôt stop me from feeling pres-

sure ñto perform.ò)  Do you also have 

a sense of anticipation that is not joy-

ful but somehow anxiety-inducing in-

stead?  Or maybe the anticipation is 

from what youôre going to ñgetò in-

stead of what you might be able to 

give. 

As we enter the Advent season, 

we often start with a renewed pledge 

to keep the reason for the season, but 

continued on page 7 



Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil 
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Christian Ed News for December 2011 
 
Our Sunday School Advent lesson series is Maryôs Song, based on Luke 1: 26-56, the fulfillment of the prophesy in 

Isaiah 7:14 ñ Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and 

will call him Immanuelò.  

The Memory Verse for Maryôs Song is Luke 1:46-47: ñMy soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 

my Savior.ò (NRSV) 

Birthday Party for Jesus! 

Please join us for Coffee Hour on Sunday December 18th as the Christian Ed Team and Sunday School children 

host our annual Birthday Party for Jesus. 

 

Youth Group News 

On Sunday December 4th the Youth Group will gather for dinner at 5:30 followed by Carol singing at Brandywine 

Senior Center. On Sunday December 11th they will meet to bake cookies for our homebound members.  

 

Mitten Tree 2011 

We invite you to support our annual Mitten Tree project by providing mittens, hats and scarves that will be donated 

to the children and families of the Huntington Station Enrichment Center Boys and Girls Club. Your donations may 

be added to the tree each Sunday through December 18th. 

 

Christmas Pageant  

6:30 pm Sunday December 18th 

Please join us for the presentation of our 2011 Christmas Pageant ñOperation Christ Childò. There is still time to 

sign up to participate behind the scenes or to donate a dessert for the Dessert Reception festivities following the 

pageant. 

 

Christmas Day Family Worship 

On Sunday December 25th our Sunday School families are invited to join in joyous celebration of the Christ Childôs 

birth at the10 am worship of Lessons and Carols. 

Entered the Church Triumphant 

Emily Kotting 

January 18, 1920 ï November 22, 2011 

 

Emily Kotting was a beloved long-term member of the Presbyterian Church of 

Sweet Hollow.  She passed away the morning of Tuesday, November 22nd, approxi-

mately five months after an illness left her homebound.  Before that, Emily was a 

long-term active attendee at Sweet Hollow, where she had taught Sunday School for 

years.  In the more recent past, she could be devotedly found in her pew toward the 

back of the sanctuary, as long as the weather allowed.  She regularly attended the 

Church Brunch and often purchased cakes to celebrate special occasions during the 

Coffee Hour after worship.  Her indomitable spirit, faithful presence and no-

nonsense humor will be missed. 
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WORSHIP NEWS 
by Frank Sansone 

 

    The time of Advent always is a special time in our 

Church. The Sanctuary is decorated, the Choirôs Music 

is festive,  and we get to sing by candlelight.  Another 

annual tradition in Sweet Hollow is the lighting of the 

Advent wreath during the call to worship, on each 

Sunday and at the Christmas Eve Services. This year 

Pastor Segers has asked our Multi-Generational Fami-

lies to participate. 

    Even though Christmas is on a Sunday this year 

there will be a 10:00 A.M. Service.   It will be Les-

sons and Carols where you can listen to the story of 

Jesusô Birth, and sing lots of Christmas Carols. 

    On Sunday, January 1st 2012, a new tradition for the 

Huntington Area Presbyterian Churches will be begun,   

a joint New Yearôs Service.  This inaugural service 

will be held at Bethany Presbyterian Church at 11:00 

A.M .  The Reverend Fred Woodward from First Pres-

byterian in Greenlawn will officiate this service, with 

our own William Walter assisting in the Pulpit.   Beth-

any is located on the corner of Maplewood and 

Park Avenues in Huntington Station.  
     Assisting in our Pulpit in December will be: 12/4 

Audrey Livingston; 12/11 Sarah Greller; 12/18 Bar-

bara Martin; 12/24 7:00 P.M. Emily Martin, and 9:00 

P.M. Sarah Greller. 

 

Alice Wansor, Bill Wansor and Bob Earthy enjoy 

the yummy offerings at the State of the Church 

Breakfast while lots of others fill their plates in 

the background (left to right) Ed Tate, Carol Keil, 

Maureen Sansone, Niaja Mowatt, Malachy 

OôConnor, Leroy Mowatt, Bill Chamberlain,  

Teddy Tanksley and Frank Sansone. 

Pre-Confirmation Lessons and Plans 

The Pre-Confirmation class started off the year with an introduction to the Bible.  They learned how the Bible is divided into 

two parts, the Old and the New Testaments, how to look up scripture, how to name some books of the Bible and where they are 

located.  We have intermingled learning with fun and meaningful discussions about how we are followers of Christ and how we 

can practice being good Christians.  Our calendar year is divided into four sections:  1) Who am I as a Follower of Jesus; 2) Mis-

sion; 3) Church and 4) Worship.  Each section is on-going and overlaps one another. 

Our lessons are on a bi-weekly schedule, one week in class, the other participating as a Sunday School mentor OR remaining in 

worship.  This past Sunday, November 20, we started our discussion and planning on how we can support and be participants in 

Mission.  We discussed how, as a church family, we are an active and vibrant community of faith and some of the ways we sup-

port local and far-reaching communities through Mission work.  We reviewed the scripture Matthew 25: 31-40 and the Pre-

Confirmands were asked what charities of choice are meaningful to them.  Some Mission projects mentioned were: sharing 

bagsðhow we decorate them before they are dispersed to the community, Project Hope, collecting pledges for St. Baldrickôs 

which supports cancer patients who have undergone or are undergoing chemo and radiation therapy, Locks of Love, visiting the 

homebound during the holidays and beyond, Caring Bags for the homeless, Heifer International which the Confirmands will be 

experiencing in the summer, etc.  We certainly had a lot of ideas percolating!  

Presently, we are accepting orders for holiday cookie orders.  The cost is $3.00 for 1 dozen.  There are four choices on a dozen 

order basis: 1) holiday sugar cookies; 2) chocolate chip; 3) peanut butter and 4) sugar-free variety.  The proceeds of which have 

been designated to go to two charities of choiceð1/2 to our local Food Pantry, the other 1/2 for Adopt-a-Family which aids 

mothers and mothers-to-be who are in need of clothing, supplies, and some holiday cheer.  Please consider ordering some cook-

ies either during coffee hour Sunday, November 27, or by calling Barbara at the church office no later than Friday, December 2. 

Thank you for supporting our pre-Confirmands!                                      Laura Fallon, Pre-Confirmation Fa-
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Mission Team News  
 

This Christmas season the Mission Team is once again adopting the ladies and children at Madonna Heights.  

A wish list follows this article.  If you plan on buying any of the items from this list please let Sukey Walter 

(631-423-4905,       sukey@pb.net) know no later than December 15th so that she can shop for the items not 

taken.  All items should be brought to the church office or given to Sukey by Sunday Dec. 18th.  We will 

wrap the gifts on Tuesday morning December 20th at 10 a.m. If you prefer to give money and have the mis-

sion team do your shopping you can give the money to Sukey or write a check to the church with ñAdopt a 

Familyò in the memo line. 
 

Kaily - size XL-1X - Hello Kitty PJ set or other cute cartoon character; Victoria Secret perfume Heavenly; 

Target gift card 

Akiani - age 1, shoe size 4, clothes 12-18 months - black boots fuzzy top; Hello Kitty PJs; big cute girly look-

ing diaper bag; diapers 4; wipes 

Corinne - shoe size 6.5, size M shirt, pants 9-11 - black slippers; heavy black blanket; stud earrings; socks 

Michael - age 1 - shoe size 4, clothes 18-24 months ï socks; black hat; baby wipes; diapers 4; sippy cups; 

baby spoons; bibs 

Erin - shoe size 7.5, pants 4, shirt S-M - Ugg look alike boots; silver hoop earrings; gift card to Target, Victo-

riaôs Secret or Joyce Leslie 

Olivia - age 3 1/2 - shoe size 9, clothes 4T - boots pink or black; pink jacket; Dora toys; Disney Princess dolls 

Franteshia - size L -green or blue hoodie; turtle neck (blue, black or red); black snow/rain boots size10 

Keyanah - (female) age 11 mos., shoe size 3 clothes 2T - stuffed elephant; light blue or pale green sweater; 

grey snowboots; crib blanket 

Demaris - shoe size 7.5, clothes M - black ankle length boots; long black sweater; pajamas 

baby boy due 12/28 - new born diapers; crib sheet; black baby carrier/sling 

Ashley - shoe size 8, pants 1or 2, shirts S - curling iron (m - ceramic zebra or pink); blow dryer pink or black; 

CD radio boom box; black leather jacket 

Bradley - age 1 shoes 6W, clothes 18 months - red or blue diaper bag; crib comforter (monkeys); snowboots; 

diapers size 5; wipes; bib 

Kelly - shoe size 7, pants size 7, shirts M - PJs size L; black snow boots; scarves; mittens; girly hat; body lo-

tion 

Joseph - age 5, shoes size 12, clothes size 5T - PJs/slippers (Spiderman or Cars movie); toy castle for boys 

with dragons and knights; snowboots (Thomas the Train, Spiderman, Cars or black or blue) 

June - shoe size 8, shirt M ï bathrobe; black winter jacket; boots black no heel; socks 

Ameer (boy) age 3, shoe size 9, clothes 3T ï PJs; snowboots; train set; long sleeve shirts 
 

 

Christmas Boutique 
 

A Christmas Boutique will be held December 11th during 
ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ¢ŜŀƳΩǎ !ŘƻǇǘ 
a Family project.  Hand crafted items and baked goods 
will be available for your purchase. 
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SWEET HOLLOW NEWS 

by Bill Walter  
 

JOIN US ON DECEMBER 13TH 

FOR OUR CHRISTMAS BRUNCH  

 

ñA Christmas Storyò is the DVD title of our pro-

gram.  Anyone who listened to radio station WOR around 11 

PM in the evenings during the ô50s thru the ó70s could be-

come captivated by Jean Shepard.  Without a script he 

would start a yarn and weave it for an hour holding you en-

thralled to hear how this tale would come out.  ñThe Christ-

mas Storyò is one of Jeanôs semi-autographical tales, this 

one of nine-year old Ralphie in Indiana in 1940 working to 

realize his dream Christmas present ï A genuine Red Ryder 

200-shot Carbine Action Air Rifle.  As usual with Jean 

Shepardôs yarns, youôll be surprised to see how this one 

comes out.  We are also angling to obtain one of the stage 

props used in this movieôs production.  If we are successful, 

you may be the lucky one who takes it home for your own 

Christmas present.  

  By now the 2nd Tuesdays of each month are on your 

calendar.  So join us on December 13th for some fellowship 

and Christmas goodies and plenty of good old Christmas 

cheer.  We will have freshly brewed coffee to start our 

Brunch at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Parlor, and scrumptious 

food will keep us going ótil 12:30 p.m.  Come join us.  

Youth Group Spreads Christmas Cheer  
The Youth Group has a great Christmas season 

planned during which theyõll have a great time and spread 

Christmas cheer to lots of other people too.  The first 

Sunday in December, theyõll be baking Cookies for the 

Homebound and Older Folk in our community.  On Decem-

ber 4 th, theyõll gather as usual for a yummy supper to-

gether and then head back into the kitchen to bake lots of 

different kinds of cookies to share with members and 

friends of Sweet Hollow that arentõ able to make it to 

church or make it as often as they used to do.  

On Sunday, December 11th, theyõll get together 

for supper and a little bit of rehearsal around the piano ð 

thanks, Maddie Bacchus, for agreeing to play for us!  Then 

itõs off to Brandywine Senior Living at Huntington Terrace, 

where weõll sing for those who live there.  Hopefully weõll 

see Mrs. Stagl and maybe convince her and her friends to 

join us in a Christmas carol or two!  

Finally, on Monday, January 2 nd, weõll be heading 

into NYC for a day that blends some serious remembrance 

with some serious fun.  Pastor Rebecca and Mrs. Fallon will 

be chaperoning a trip that starts with a visit to the 9/11 

Memorial and ends with orchestra seats for the penulti-

mate performance of Radio City Music Hallõs Christmas 

show.  Weõll be leaving the church parking lot at 10:00 a.m. 

and should be back by 5:00 p.m.  If youõve signed up for 

this trip but havenõt yet paid for it, please do so ASAP as 

the church has already bought the tickets.  The cost is 

$75.00 per person.  If you worked three shifts at the 

Pumpkin Patch, you get ½ off the cost.  Make your checks 

payable to PCSH with NYC Trip in the memo portion . 

CALLING ALL COOKS!!! 

Having enjoyed so many delicious meals 
and desserts this past year since joining the Presby-
terian Church of Sweet Hollow, I thought it might be 
a great idea to share recipes with each others.  At 
every gathering someone always tells me ñyou must 
try this: or ñthat is unbelievably goodò or ñshe always 
makes this, be sure to take a pieceò.  We have so 
many wonderful cooks among us, I thought why not 
put together a Cookbook with everyoneôs special 
dish.  If you would like to be included in the cook-
book, please send in your recipes either by dropping 
them off at the Church office or emailing the recipes 
to lynburke@optonline.net .  If anyone has ques-
tions or suggestions, you can also call me at 516-
458-1320. 

Thanks é Lynn Burke  

PLEDGE DRIVE &  

CHURCH FINANCIALS 

Weôre in the middle of our 2012 Pledge 

Drive.  Thank you to all who have sent in their 

pledges.  Thereôs still time to send in yours, 

which will help our budget planning for another 

difficult year in 2012.  With still a winter month 

to go, Sweet Hollowôs 2011 expenditures in 

Church Fuel, Master Plan Insurance, MTA tax, 

Cleaning Services, Copier, Office & Printing 

have already exceeded their budgeted amounts.  

Our treasurer has had to withdraw $17,000 from 

our Reserve and Memorial Funds to pay our 

Church Expenditures.  If expenditures in 2012 

and 2013 follow in a similar way, Sweet Hol-

lowôs Reserve and Memorial Funds will effec-

tively be exhausted.  In this season of giving, 

please remember the Sweet Hollow Church.  As 

a little church with a big heart, we want to in-

crease our mission giving to others and would 

appreciate your help. 
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Women4Women Takes a Break 
Because of meeting twice in November ı 

early to paint pottery at ĶClay Nationķ and then 
again on the 28th for their annual Holiday Decorat-
ing Party ı Women4Women doesnĴt meet in the 
month of December.  TheyĴll gather again on Mon-
day, January 9th at 7:00 p.m. to make Valentines for 
the Troops serving overseas.  That may seem early, 
but in order for them to be sent in time for our 
military to receive them on ValentineĴs Day, weĴve 
got to get a head start.  So save the date and be sure 
to join us again in January to make a difference in 
the life of soldier far from home! 

        Prayer Corner 

This month, as we travel far and wide to spend 

the holidays with those we love, weôll hold in 

prayer those from our Sweet Hollow family 

who have moved away but maintain a connec-

tion with us spiritually and visit when theyôre 

in the neighborhood.  Iôve listed the most re-

cent members, but you may have others who 

you remember that you may add to your per-

sonal list. 

¶ Lori Galen 

¶ Debi Harvey 

¶ Lynne and Larry Judd  

¶ Deborah Verma 

¶ Eleanor Waters 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
by Alice Wansor  

 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, Decem-
ber 15th from 1:00-2:30 p.m.  All who knit or 

crochet are welcome to join us.   If you have a friend or loved 
one who might benefit from a shawl, please contact Alice 
Wansor at 631-423-1077.  

The Sweet Hollow Liturgical Dancers minister ñThanksgiving 

Songò on Stewardship Sunday (left to right): Pastor Rebecca, 

Brittney Moder, Grace Segers, Sukey Walter, Niaja Mowatt 

and Maureen Sansone. 

Joe Moder and granddaughter 

Amanda having a moment to-

gether at the Harvest Dinner. 
Dorothy Landkammer and Grace 

Segers enjoy dinner and each 

otherôs company. 

The Sweet Hollow Liturgical Dancers share their 

ñThanksgiving Songò dance at the Huntington Community 

Thanksgiving Service at St. Johnôs Episcopal Church in the 

village (left to right): Pastor Rebecca, Brittney Moder, Grace 

Segers, Sukey Walter and Maureen Sansone. 
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as it wears on, we find ourselves caught in the race 

to get it all done and forget the vow that we made 

around the end of November.  This year, I wonder 

if, rather than making promises to ñkeep Christ in 

Christmasò (a wonderful sentiment but easy to for-

get in the day to day hustle and bustle of the sea-

son), it might be beneficial to keep the focus on 

thanksgiving with a small ñt.ò  Perhaps if we re-

membered all the reasons we are grateful, it might 

be easier to have that sense of anticipation. 

When we hold all the blessings we have in 

our hearts, it is difficult to do anything but antici-

pate the good things that are coming our way!  

When we consider what Christ has done for us, the 

abundance that we have becomes apparent.  When 

we look around ourselves and see the family, the 

friends, the church community, enough food and 

clothing, warm shelter in winter, and an amazing 

God who loves us so much that He came to earth in 

human form to live like us, learn our challenges 

and teach us that the most important thing in the 

world is to love one another, itôs the easiest thing 

in the world to anticipate celebrating Jesusô birth 

and let all the tasks take care of themselves.  I wish 

you all a wondrous holiday season and look for-

ward to sharing it with you every step of the way! 

Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Footprints continued from page 1 Book Discussion Finds Happiness 
 

The Book Discussion Group has chosen Joel 

Osteenôs ñEvery Day a Friday: How to Be Happier 7 

Days a Weekò as their next selection.  Megachurch min-

ister Osteen is known for his constant positive outlook 

despite circumstances and has described this message as 

a core theme of his ministry.  His most recent book com-

bines inspirational stories 

and scripture to encourage 

readers to live every day 

as if it is 5 oôclock on a 

Friday: that is, with the 

same expectation that 

those who are looking 

forward to enjoying a 

weekend of fun and re-

laxation have. 

 

Joel Osteen is the senior 

minister of the Lakewood 

Church in Houston, 

Texas, which has been 

called Americaôs largest 

and fastest growing 

church by Church Growth Today.  It currently boasts 

45,000 members and 38,000 adults in weekly attendance.  

Spurned by more orthodox Christian leaders as preach-

ing a ñhealth and wealthò gospel, why donôt you pick up 

Pastor Osteenôs book, read it, make your own determina-

tion and then join us on Monday, December 5th at 7:30 

p.m. to talk about it? 

Live Your Faith with This Yearôs Advent Study! 

This yearôs Advent Study is a little bit different ï and offered in a little bit different way as well.  

The program is part of the ñLiving the Questionsò series.  It is exciting, thought-provoking and will give 

each participant the opportunity to both wrestle with and deepen his or her faith during this Holy season. 

Weôll gather for three consecutive weeks beginning Sunday, December 4th at 12:15 p.m.  There will 

be a light lunch and childcare available for those who stay.  The study combines scripture reading, viewing 

of a 25-minute DVD lesson featuring biblical scholars like Emilie Townes, Brian McLaren and John Domi-

nic Crossan, and discussion ending promptly at 1:30 p.m.  The topics for the three weeks are Who Was Je-

sus?, The World into which Jesus Was Born and Jesusô Birth: Incarnation. 

The second week will also be at 12:15 p.m. (both December 4th and December 11th begin after the 

Christmas pageant rehearsal and include a light lunch and childcare if needed) and the third week will be-

gin an hour earlier at 11:15 a.m. since there is no pageant rehearsal and end at 12:30 p.m.  That week there 

will be no lunch, but there will be childcare.  If you are able to make all three, it will surely enrich your Ad-

vent experience.  If you can only make one or two, weôd still love to have you!  Please let Pastor Rebecca 

know if you plan to participate so she can ensure enough food and reading materials for everyone. 
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Faithful Disciples Offer ñHelping Handsò 
The theme for the Stewardship Campaign this year was ñHelping Hands.ò  It acknowledged the many 

ways that the Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow reaches out to a world in need as well as the ways that 

we nurture ourselves and each other in fellowship in our faith community.  This yearôs drive was focused on 

the need to give to the church and the world through our pledges of time, talent and resources out of gratitude 

for all that God has done and continues to do for us.  We heard more about how our hands can help ourselves 

and others through sermons, music, dance, the State of the Church Stewardship Breakfast, and visual images 

of hands of different sizes, shapes and colors gracing our sanctuary, hallways and Fellowship Hall.  If you 

have not yet sent in your pledge cards, please make this commitment that will not only help the churchôs min-

istry and mission, but will also deepen your own faith journey as well.  If you need cards, please call the 

church office and secretary Barbara Zimmerman will be sure to mail them to you. 

Everett Garland places his pledge in the Stewardship 

ñHelping Handsò bowl. 

Tim Mason, Alison Paalz, Fran Kerr, Anthony DôAngelo, Betty 

Perkins and Maurice Perkins share table fellowship and a deli-

cious meal at the Stewardship Breakfast. 

h~¥Ą¢t X}¦x¤ts0 
to the 8th Annual Advent Party 

Saturday, December 3rd 
3:00 p.m. ÿ 6:00 p.m. 

at the Manse 
4 Rutland Lane in Melville 

All are welcome 
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95 Old Country Road 

Melville, NY  11747 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHU RCH  

OF SWEET HOLLOW 

Phone: 631-367-9249 

Weôre on the Web! 

 

www.sweethollowpresby.org 

Frank Sansone, Maureen Sansone and 

Charlotte DeSanti share a smile before 

supper. (John Speed pictured in the 

background.) 

Emily Moder, Denise Moder and Cathy 

Fressle enjoy time together before eat-

ing. (Carol Keil and grandpa Joe Moder 

can be seen in the background.) 

BELL RINGER DEADLINE  
 

Wednesday, December 21st 

Harvest Dinner 

Marjorie Lebby and Madeline Beyer 

hanging out at one of the big kidsô 

tables. Marcus shows off his Batman disguise. 

Jutta Christen, George Bures and Jean Bures think the 

pasta supper is delicious! 

Many of the children at Sweet Hollow showing off the art and 

smiles on their faces (left to right): Laura Wolf, Emily Wolf, 

Jessica Fressle with Alex Greller, Andy Fogel, Madeline 

Beyer, Ben Greller, Evan Pereira, Diana Fogel and Nate 


