
November 2011 

Footprints 

 

Sunday School News 

1,7 

 

2 

Worship News 

Pumpkin Patch Pix 

Mission Team New 

3 

3 

4 

Sweet Hollow News 5 

November Circus 

 

Youth Groupõs  

Creativity Flows 

5 

 

5 

Women4Women 

News 

 

Prayer Corner 

6 

 

 

6 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

November Book  

Discussion 

6 

 

7 

 

Stewardship 

 

Interfaith Fair at 

SUNY 

 

November 2011 

Calendar 

 

Youth Group Pix 

8 

 

8 

 

 

9 

 

 

10 

Inside this issue:  

News & Views of Activities & Happenings at The Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow 

 
 

The Bell        Ringer 
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A Friendly Church; So When You Come ï Bring A Friend  

 

Footprints 

This has been a 

tough season, hasnôt it?  It 

seems like everywhere I 

turn, there is struggle.  In 

our financial landscape, in our personal 

lives, in our communities, in our world.  

I know that personally it has been a dif-

ficult season for me as my daughter has 

spent the entire fall wrestling with what 

has now been diagnosed as a severe 

sinus infection.  This combined with 

the challenges of beginning a new sea-

son in Youth Group, Women4Women, 

Sunday School, Stewardship, etc., deal-

ing with staffing the Pumpkin Patch for 

the month of October, and my own sea-

sonal allergies has left me tired and of-

ten cranky. 

Yet now is the time that we 

move toward Thanksgiving, and the 

first thing I am thankful for is the re-

minder to be thankful!  The fact of the 

matter is: there is never a recession in 

heaven, folks.  Godôs bounty is ever 

present and if I remember to look for 

signs of it, I always feel better. 

Upon taking that look, one of 

the first things that I see is the generos-

ity of the people of the Presbyterian 

Church of Sweet Hollow in their loving 

care and prayer for Grace as she has 

spent most of the last two months under 

the weather.  Thank you for your con-

cern, for your notes, for your articles 

brought in that might illuminate the 

problem and most of all for your con-

tinued prayers for her recovery.  

Thank you for the way that you sup-

port me in trying to be the best parent I 

can be, as I struggle with when to push 

the doctors, myself, and her, and when 

to sit back and let things (and Grace) 

rest. 

I see other signs that warrant 

gratitude as well.  I see a worshipping 

community that is filled on Sunday 

mornings with people in every size 

and shape and variety.  I remember 

when I arrived at Sweet Hollow a little 

over eight years ago, the sanctuary 

was less full and less diverse in every 

way.  Sometimes it can be challenging 

as we negotiate babiesô cries or the 

organ vs. the piano or a computer-

graphic visual aid on the wall: new 

and different things over the years.  

But the bottom line is an active, vi-

brant church population ï a reason for 

thanksgiving indeed! 

I see a nursery that is not only 

newly renovated and beautiful, but 

that, when I came here was small and 

empty ï with the exception of Hillary 

Krams who faithfully sat in it for years 

for no reason but the hope that things 

would change.  And change they have!  

The number of babies and toddlers 

(and their parents and older siblings) 

continued on page 7 



Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil 
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Christian Ed News 

Bellringer  

November 2011 

 

The glow of our Pumpkin Patch crop, the crisp fall air and lengthening shadows across the church lawn are sure 

signs of the change of seasons! Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who helped unload the Pumpkin Patch 

deliveries, staffed the Pumpkin Patch and provided the bounty of baked goods throughout the month of October. 

Your efforts made this our most successful Pumpkin Patch ever! 

 

This month the children of our Sunday School in pre-K through 5th grade will complete their study Samuel Hears 

Godôs Call found in 1Samuel 3:1-10 and begin the Advent season study Maryôs Song based on Luke 1:26-55. 

 

November Memory Verses 

Samuel Hears Godôs Call: 1 Samuel 3:10 ñSpeak for your servant is listeningò 

Maryôs Song: Luke 1: 46-47 ñ And Mary said: óMy soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Sav-

iorô.ò 

 

Sunday School Service Projects 

 

The children in K-5th grade Sunday School are preparing beautiful seasonal table runners that will decorate the ta-

bles at the Fall Harvest Dinner on Sunday November 6th; all our Sunday School children in Nursery through 5th 

grade are decorating Helping Hands stationary for use in the Stewardship Campaign. Thank you all for your Help-

ing Hands! 

 

Looking for Leaders! 

 

Perhaps youôve noticed that the Christian Ed Team members are a busy group. They can be found singing in the 

choir, manning the recording system, ushering, assisting in the pulpit, hosting coffee hour, etc!  The result is tricky 

scheduling of leadership on any given Sunday. Please consider joining our roster of Sunday School leaders. If you 

are a Deacon or Elder who has already taken the Child Safety and Protection Policy training you are eligible to lead 

right now! If you are interested but have not been trained Pastor Rebecca will be happy to provide the necessary 

training. The only other prerequisite is that you enjoy working with lively, enthusiastic young people! 

 

 

Youth Group News 

All young people in 6th -12th grade are invited to join the Sweet Hollow Youth Group. Meetings are held 5:30-7:00 

pm on the 2nd and 4th Sunday evening each month.  

Volunteers are needed to assist Pastor Rebecca in leading this exciting fellowship and outreach group. Please 

consider this rewarding opportunity to work with the future leaders of our Church! Contact Pastor Rebecca 

for details. 

 

Christmas Pageant 2011! 

The 2011 Christmas Pageant and Dessert Reception will be held on Sunday December 18th starting at 

6:30pm. All adults and children who are interested in participating in the production of the 

pageant are invited to attend an informational meeting on Sunday November 20th following 

morning worship. Rehearsals will take place on Sunday mornings November 27th, December 

4th and December 11th from11:15am-12noon and Saturday December 17th 10am-1pm. Final 

run-thru is Sunday December 18th at 4pm. 
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WORSHIP NEWS 
by Frank Sansone 

     The Huntington Community Interfaith Thanksgiving 

Service will be held at St. Johnôs Episcopal Church on Main 

Street in Huntington.  The date and time are Sunday, No-

vember 20th at 7:00 p.m.  A Liturgical Dance by our 

Sweet Hollow Members is planned.  Leading the service is 

Rev. Jo-Ann Barrett from the Gathering of Light Multifaith 

Spiritual Fellowship, with participation from other Faith 

Leaders in the Town of Huntington. 

 

The Sunday after Thanksgiving, November 27th is the First 

Sunday in Advent, the time we prepare for the coming of 

Christôs Birth. Even though our Sanctuary on this Sunday 

will not have yet been decorated for the Season, a Family 

will lead us in the Opening Worship, and with the lighting 

of the first candle in the Advent Wreath.  A different Family 

will open worship each Sunday in December, as well as the 

7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service. 

 

Laura Wolf lends a hand.  (Nate 

Miller, Bill Walter & Margaret 

Wolf with baby Charlotte in the 

background.) 

Ray Moder with a full wagon of pumpkins to unload. 

Mike DeSanti & Fred 

DeSanti come ready 

to work. 

Melissa DôAngelo getting ñloaded.ò  Pictured 

behind her filling the wagon are Everett  

Garland, Charlotte DeSanti, Brian Bacchus and 

Jessica Fressle. 

Nate Miller and Emily 

Wolf are having a good 

time while doing some 

good work! 
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In the kitchen, De-

nise Moder and 

Alex Greller pre-

pare to bake for 

this yearôs ex-

tended Pumpkin 

Patch Bake Sale. 
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Mission Team News  
Pumpkin Patch  

A HUGE THANK YOU to all of you that helped at the Pumpkin Patch this 

season.  You all helped to make this the most successful year we have ever had!  Through the 

patch we continue to spread Godôs love to the surrounding community and beyond.  We could not 

have unloaded to huge trucks and staffed all of the shifts with out all of your generous support. 

 

 

Clothing Drive  
It is that time of year againé. Clean out those closets and drawersé That sweater that you didnôt 

wear last year, and arenôt going to wear this year, the pants that you to either fit in again, or never 

againé The shirt that looked really good on the hanger, but not so good at home..  Put it all in a bag.  

Donôt forget your kids rooms, and maybe those of your neighborsé  Please bring your trunk-full of 

clothes to the church for dedication on Sunday, November 13th.  The clothes will be going to help 

veterans and the families of those currently serving. 

 

 

We need you!!!  
The Mission Team needs your help!  If you are interested in any of the projects we already work 

on or are interested in sharing with us a new idea, we would love for you to come share with us.  

We are firm believers that many hands make light work and we could use a few more hands.  If 

you are interested or have some ideas for us please contact Sarah Greller at 516-369-1004 or 

sgreller@optonline.net 

The Harvest Dinner  
Sunday Nov, 6 th at 6:00PM  

 

Come one; Come all to this annual event full of  food and fun!  
There will be plenty of  yummy eating and entertainment.  You also 

canõt forget the amazing Chinese Auction. 
 

Adults $7 - Children ( 2-12yrs.)  $5 
 

If you are interested in helping please  
contact  

Sarah Greller  - 516-369-1004  
Or  

Melissa Beyer  - 631-694-2803  
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SWEET HOLLOW NEWS 

by Bill Walter  
 

OUR NEXT CHURCH BRUNCH  

IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH
 

Sukey & I are struggling to meld our photos 

taken in the Tuscany region of Italy this summer with 

those taken by our children when the 3-generations of 

our family, 17 in all, took over a villa overlooking an 

olive grove outside of Siena.  The views were out-

standing.  Side trips to Florence, Rome, as well as 

Siena were picturesque.  The walled old towns, the 

wonderful Castle Di Broglio, built about 1000 AD, the 

vineyards, wine tastings made for a memorable vaca-

tion.  And the excursion ended with a family relay race 

organized by our 7 grandkids, who divided us into 2 

teams and put us through search, swim, piggy-back, 

distance and dash segments to an amazing neck-and-

neck finish.  Youôve got to come just to see if we can 

get this all together by November 8th. 

  The 2nd Tuesdays of each month should be on 

your calendar now.  So join us on November 8th for 

some fellowship, refreshments and programs of varied 

interests.  We will have freshly brewed coffee to start 

our Brunch at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Parlor, and 

scrumptious food will keep us going ótil 12:30 p.m.  

Come join us.  

Youth Groupõs Creativity Flows 
 

The PCSH Youth Group has got inspiration 

to spare and they showed it this past month as 

they planned the year ahead and had their first 

outside meeting at òClay Nationó in Glen Cove, 

painting pottery on Sunday, October 23 rd .  By the 

time you receive this Bell Ringer, theyõll also have 

enjoyed a Halloween Party with costumes, some 

haunted house fun in the YG Room and watching 

the movie òThe Nightmare Before Christmas.ó 

November has Youth Group meeting on 

Sunday, November 13 th  a little later: from 6:30 -

8:30, so that those who would like to attend the 

Circus at the Staller Center with the rest of the 

Sweet Hollow clan may do so.  Then they meet 

again on the Sunday after Thanksgiving, November 

27 th  in their regularly scheduled 5:30 ð 7:30 time 

slot.  

December has their two meetings in the 

first two weekends:  Sunday, December 4 th  will 

find the Youth Group baking cookies for the Home-

bound and older folks in our church community.  

Then on Sunday, December 11th, theyõll meet at the 

church for supper, but then head out to the Bran-

dywine Senior Living Center to go Christmas carol-

ing. 

So if youõre in 6th  through 12 th  grade, save 

the dates and join us for what is always a fun and 

active evening of youth fellowship and fun.  
THERE ARE STILL SOME SEATS AVAILABLE.  

AS SWEET HOLLOW GOES TO THE CIRCUS 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH
 AT 4:00 PM 

 
To the Squirm Burpee Circus, that is, at the 

Staller Center in Stony Brook.  This program is even more 
fun to see than it is to say. So come enjoy with us a daz-
zling display of first-class circus skills, dapper dance 
moves and outrageous comedy.  Mike the Handsome, 
Dashing Dave and the Lovely Little Lolo make up the 
beloved circus trio who must outwit the dastardly Baron 
Vegan Von Hamburger ï a mustachioed villain decidedly 
dedicated to their demise.  Will Dave ever find his true 
love?  Will Lolo unlock Mikeôs heart?  Or will the Baron 
win the day and destroy them all?  

Join us on Sunday, November 13th at 4:00 p.m. 
for a fun afternoon for kids of all ages!  Our 5-year old 
grandson is going, and we have an 80-year old also on 
our list.  We reserved 25 seats early this year, so they are 
in the center, close to the stage and only $12 apiece.  We 
still have some seats left and would love to have you 
come along with us!  Speak to Bill Walter to save seats 
for you and your family!! 

A table of happy crafters (left to right): Anthony DôAngelo, 

Dylan Landkammer, Dorothy Landkammer, Maddie Bac-

chus, Alex DôAngelo, Emily Moder, Brittney Moder, Grace 

Segers, Natasha Bacchus, April Fallon and Jessie Fressle. 
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QÍËÃÌ0QÍËÃÌzÑ FÍÍÉÑ ;ÆÃ¿Â 
 
Women4Women met on Monday, October 3 rd  

and planned their upcoming 2011 -.,-. ÓÅÁÓÏÎ*  CÔ{Ó 
filled with activities oriented toward spiritual growth, 
reaching out to others and just plain fun.  They ordi-
narily meet on the first Monday of the month from 7 -
9 pm, but occasionally the schedule is modified to 
meet the needs of the participants or the congrega-
tion.  For example, we gather this month on Monday, 
November 7 th  at 6:15 pm in the church parking lot, so 
ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÒÉÄÅ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ |=ÌÁÙ HÁÔÉÏÎz ÉÎ AÌÅÎ 
Cove to paint pottery from 7 -9, returning to the 
church at approximately 7:30.  Please be sure to let 
Pastor Rebecca know if you plan to attend so she can 
ensure enough vehicles and snacks for all.  

The coming season looks like this:  
* Mon., Nov. 7  6:15 pm Z JÏÔÔÅÒÙ JÁÉÎÔÉÎÇ |=ÌÁÙ HÁ

        ÔÉÏÎz 
* Mon., Nov. 28  7:00 pm Z Christmas Holiday Deco

        rating Party  
QÅ{ÌÌ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÅÎÊÏÙÉÎÇ ÈÏÔ ÃÈÏÃÏ)

late and other goodies  
* Mon., Jan. 9  7:00 pm Z Valentines for Soldiers  
QÅ{ÌÌ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ ÖÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ 
serving overseas  
* Mon., Feb. 6  7:00 pm Z Game Night w/Befores & 

        Afters  
* Mon., Mar. 5  7:00 pm Z Movie Night (In or Out 

        TBD) 
 (February and March may be reversed depending  
on what movies are playing in theaters at this time)  
* Mon., Apr. 2  7:00 pm Z Meditation Night and Laby

        rinth Walk  
This special spiritual evening falls during Holy Week  
* Mon., May 7  7:00 pm Z High Tea & Maypole Cele

        bration  
Open to women and girls of all ages, this annual party 
always brings smiles to the faces of all who attend  
* Fri., June 1-Sat., June 2 Z ;ÎÎÕÁÌ QÏÍÅÎ{Ó LÅÔÒÅÁÔ 
This overnight getaway is held at a local retreat center 
and gives an opportunity for rest and refreshment to 
women in the midst of their busy lives  

Prayer Corner 

 

ß Angela Bass for a calm heart as she 

undergoes testing 

ß Jutta Christen for health and healing 

ß Gary Fogel and his family as they 

mourn the loss of his mother 

ß Grace Segers as she heals from an 

advanced sinus infection 

ß Peter Teelucksingh suffering from a 

sprained ankle while continuing to 

seek work 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
by Alice Wansor  

 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, November 17th 
from 1:00-2:30 p.m.  All who knit or 
crochet are welcome to join us.   If you 
have a friend or loved one who might 
benefit from a shawl, please contact 
Alice Wansor at 631-423-1077.  

Ann Iatauro checks her 

calendar as Gloria Sperry, 

Marcy Gordon and Diane 

Mandel give their input 

for this yearôs activities. 

The ladies consider options 

for the coming year (left to 

right): Charlotte DeSanti, 

Denise Moder, Brittney 

Moder & Audrey Living-

stone. 

Betty Perkins & Aud-

rey Livingstone pon-

der the year ahead for 

Women4Women. 
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that are regular attendees at Sweet Hollow are a 

wonderful example of Godôs grace and bounty. 

I see a Pumpkin Patch that has gotten a 

reputation for gracious staffing, reasonable prices 

and a pleasant shopping environment, leading to 

the most fruitful year weôve ever had.  While itôs 

not over at this writing, I can tell you that our cur-

rent gross is two and a half times what it was at this 

time the first year that we held the fundraiser and 

more than 25% greater than our best year before 

this one.  In a time of financial struggle, the Pump-

kin Patch has been a blessing for our ñlittle church 

with the big heart.ò 

As we enter the Stewardship season and 

move into Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas, I 

would encourage you to look for signs of Godôs 

grace and bounty in your own lives.  You may see 

them in the relationships that you have forged over 

the years: in your family, in the church, the 

neighborhood.  You may see those signs in the 

ability to share: bringing clothing for the Veterans 

or food for the Community Food Council or your 

tithe for Sweet Hollow.  You may see them in the 

joy of enjoying each new day: the beauty of the 

sunrise or the turning of the autumn leaves, the cup 

of coffee with your spouse or loved one, the laugh-

ter of a child. 

I encourage you to harbor an ñattitude of 

gratitudeò this season.  An attitude which I assure 

you will not only bless your own life, but the lives 

of others.  For it is through thanksgiving that we 

see how fortunate we are.  When we are thankful 

for the gifts in our lives, I believe they increase.  

We are told that when we cast our bread upon the 

waters, it will come back to us. (Ecclesiastes 11:1)  

Sometimes it is difficult to give bounty away when 

we feel we have little to share, but we all could use 

a little increase in what has been a difficult year, 

and the Bible tells us that when we do, when we 

are grateful, when we share what we have, when 

we give it away, it returns to us hundredfold.  That 

is the nature of Godôs bounteous grace! 

 - Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Footprints continued from page 1 Book Discussion Finds Happiness 
 

The Book Discussion Group has cho-

sen Joel Osteenôs ñEvery Day a Friday: How 

to Be Happier 7 Days a Weekò as their next 

selection.  Megachurch minister Osteen is 

known for his constant positive outlook de-

spite circumstances 

and has described 

this message as a 

core theme of his 

ministry.  His most 

recent book com-

bines inspirational 

stories and scripture 

to encourage readers 

to live every day as 

if it is 5 oôclock on a 

Friday: that is, with 

the same expecta-

tion that those who are looking forward to 

enjoying a weekend of fun and relaxation 

have. 

 

Joel Osteen is the senior minister of 

the Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas, 

which has been called Americaôs largest and 

fastest growing church by Church Growth 

Today.  It currently boasts 45,000 members 

and 38,000 adults in weekly attendance.  

Spurned by more orthodox Christian leaders 

as preaching a ñhealth and wealthò gospel, 

why donôt you pick up Pastor Osteenôs book, 

read it, make your own determination and 

then join us on Monday, December 5th at 

7:30 p.m. to talk about it? 
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STEWARDSHIP 
By Margaret Wolf, Stewardship Team Chair 

November is here!! I know many of you share my sentiment ï this is undoubtedly one of the best times of the year, 

for so many reasons. Pumpkin bread and apple cider, crisp fall days that arenôt too cold (we hope), and the onset of 

the ñgladdestò time of the year. Using that word too much makes me feel a bit like Pollyanna, but I canôt help it and 

I donôt know that being so full of ñgladò is a bad way to be anyway. This is the month when we are given so many 

opportunities to reflect on the Godôs bounty and all the ways in which our family, friends and neighbors have 

touched upon our lives. Thanksgiving is the most obvious day for expressing our gratitude, but this year the Stew-

ardship Team is hoping to give you three whole weeks in which to devote at least a few minutes each day thinking 

back on all the hundreds of ways we have reached out and touched one another 

and enjoyed Godôs love and generosity together. Our stewardship campaign 

theme this year is ñHelping Hands,ò and we are asking each of you to take 

some time to reflect on just how much we as a church community give to one 

another on a continuous and daily basis. When you think of everything we are 

able to accomplish together, and how all that we do touches the lives of other 

people, it is a little bit easier to digest the stewardship part of the month. You 

know- the part that makes us all feel a little uneasy and uncomfortable. I know 

it makes me feel that way. Asking each of you to try and reach a little bit 

deeper and give a little bit more of yourselves, in terms of time, talent and dol-

lars, is not an easy task to undertake- especially when we all give so much already. But I do it with a glad heart, be-

cause it is just one small way I can help give back to the church and the people who have given so much to me. I try 

to focus on the outcome of what I am asking of all of us- an even more vibrant and alive community of faith. We 

need you, and your time and resources, to continue to work to spread all of Godôs bounty to all the far corners of the 

earth. Please join us in thinking back on how generously God has blessed us, and we generously have been able to 

touch upon each otherôs lives in return- on how each of us has been a ñHelping Handò to so many other people in 

the world.  

Leroy Mowatt and Charlotte DeSanti rep-

resent Sweet Hollow at Farmingdale State 

Universityôs Interfaith Fair. 

A Little Humor from Deborah é 
 

WORDS FROM ABOVE 

A boy was watching his mother, a pastor, write a sermon. ñHow do 

you know what to say?ò he asked. 

 

ñWhy, God tells me...ò she said. 

 

ñOh, then why do you keep crossing things out?ò  

 

HOW TO GET TO HEAVEN  

A Sunday School teacher asked the children in her class, ñIf I sold 

my house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave all my money 

to the church, would I get into heaven?ò 

 

ñNO!ò the children all answered. 

 

ñIf I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and kept every-

thing neat and tidy, would I get into heaven?ò 

 

Again, the answer was ñNO!ò 

 

ñWell,ò she continued, ñthen how can I get to heaven?ò 

 

In the back of the room, a five-year-old boy shouted out, ñYou gotta 

be dead!ò 
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95 Old Country Road 

Melville, NY  11747 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHU RCH  

OF SWEET HOLLOW 

Phone: 631-367-9249 

Weôre on the Web! 

 

www.sweethollowpresby.org 

Madeline Bacchus and Grace Segers get an early 

start while others are still making decisions. 

April Fallon and Jessica Fressle are in the 

creative zone. 

BELL RINGER DEADLINE  
 

Sunday, November 23rd 

On the left,  Emily Moder and 

Alexandra DôAngelo viewing the 

selections of pottery to paint. 

 

On the right, Natasha Bacchus 

and Brittney Moder choose colors 

while the ñClay Nationò owner 

(and Maureen Sansoneôs niece) 

Julie Lohrius pours. 

YOUTH  

GROUP 

PICTURES 


