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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

The Stewardship campaign this year was an exciting
journey, as together we took time to reflect on all the
many ways God has shared his blessings with us. Not
only were we bestowed with new and amazing gifts
from God, but we have had the opportunity to share
those gifts with each other and with the world around
us, through fellowship, worship, a variety of mission
and outreach activities and so much more. During the
stewardship campaign we asked you once again to
pledge your time, talents and dollars to the health of the
church. As of January 23, 2012, we have received 56
pledge commitments totaling $93,037 (of which $3,000
was pre-paid for the year and has already been spent!).
Unfortunately, this represents a decline from the 2011
pledges, when we received pledges for $99,227 from 59
respondents. We continue to rely heavily on your sup-
port to help us fund essential operating costs and to con-
tinue to do God’s work in our community and out into
the world. If you have not yet submitted your pledge, 1
urge you to please do so as soon as possible.

In 2011 our pledges, combined with building
use donations (from the groups using our building as
well as fees earned from parties held in the hall, etc.),
represented just 86% of our total operating costs. As a
result we had a net deficit of approximately $17,000 and
were forced to transfer money from our reserve funds to
cover operating expenses. The Budget Committee has
worked extremely hard to try to keep the 2011 Church
Budget in line with last year’s figures, especially in light
of rising overhead costs, such as the cost of fuel. The
2012 Church Budget, as adopted by the Session, reflects
a bottom line budget of approximately $188,988, repre-
senting a $500 decrease from budgeted expenses for
2011. Unfortunately, the only way we were able to ac-
complish this feat was to propose no increase to the Pas-
tor’s Call portion of the Budget. This was no easy deci-
sion and was not done with a light heart.

It is our fervent hope that the tide changes in
2012 and we are able to support operations without hav-
ing to withdraw any additional funds from our reserves.
I would like to ask everyone to prayerfully consider
your current pledge (or lack thereof). There are pledge
envelopes available at the back of the sanctuary if you
think you might be able to increase your financial sup-
port of our beloved church this year. Every dollar
counts!
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A Little Church Humor ...

The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how she
was going to ask the congregation to come up with more
money than they were expecting for repairs to the church
building.

Therefore, she was annoyed to find that the regular organist
was sick and a substitute had been brought in at the last
minute. The substitute wanted to know what to play.

“Here’s a copy of the service,” the pastor said impatiently.
“But, you’ll have to think of something to play after I make
the announcement about the finances.”

During the service, the minister paused and said, “Brothers
and sisters, we are in great difficulty; the roof repairs cost
twice as much as we expected and we need $4,000 more.
Any of you who can pledge $100 or more, please stand

2

up.

At that moment, the substitute organist played “The Star
Spangled Banner.”

And that is how the substitute became the regular
organist.

| Another Youth Group NYC Picture ...

The Youth Group enjoys a beautiful day and a beauti-
ful experience at the 9/11 Memorial (left to right):
Laura Fallon, April Fallon, Emily Moder, Natasha
Bacchus, Madeline Bacchus, Brittney Moder, Dylan
Landkammer, Nicky Fressle, Jessica Fressle, Grace
Segers, Dorothy Landkammer.




PAGE 6 NEWS & VIEWS OF ACTIVITIES & HAPPENINGS AT THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SWEET HOLLOW FEBRUARY 2012

® ™
Women4Women and Men’s Groups Thriving Prayer Corner
This month we’ll pray for those who are
The Women4Women Group and the newly inaugurated being Ordained and Installed into the
Men’s Group are both active in the month of February and both on leadership of the Presbyterian Church of
the same date and at the same time: Monday, February 6™ at 7:00 S t Holl Feb 12.2012
p.m. wWee ollow Oljl coruary , .
Because of the Presidents’ Day holiday and week off Let us also be mindful of all of those
from school, the session meeting has moved back a week to Febru- people — including YOU — who help to
ary 13™. Rather than lose some of the participants, the Men’s make Sweet Hollow the special and vi-
Group will be meeting a week earlier too on Monday, February 6™ brant place it is.

at 7:00 p.m. There will be food, fellowship and a viewing of the
movie “Remember the Titans.” This inspirational movie is based

on a true story about two schools in suburban Virginia, one black Melissa Beyer

and one white, which are federally mandated to integrate in 1971. Anthony D’Angelo
Their first year together is seen through the eyes of the football Charlotte DeSanti
team where the coach of the black school is selected to be head April Fallon

coach rather than the white coach. Notwithstanding a rocky start,
the team becomes a unifying symbol for the community as the
young men and adults learn to work together and to trust each
other.

Maurice Perkins
Frank Sansone
Millie Schmitt
Robert Templeton
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Women4Women will be holding their meeting at Sukey
Walter’s home, 344 West Hills Road in Huntington. Their gather-
ing will include food too, and games that help us to deepen our
relationships with one another, as well as share a few laughs.

So if you are an adult woman or man at the Presbyterian
Church of Sweet Hollow, please come and share the faith journey

together with others who want to be with you too!

Charlotte DeSanti and Marcy Gordon share a smile
and a note of thanks for our military.

Denise Moder, Brittney Moder and Maureen Sansone are working hard to
brighten Valentine’s Day for soldiers serving overseas.

Ooo0oooooDoDOoDoOooDo0DOo0ODoDo0oo0o0Do0do0ooooooooooooaoao

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
by Alice Wansor
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, February 16th
from 1:00-2:30 p.m. All who knit or crochet are wel-
come to join us. If you have a friend or loved one
who might benefit from a shawl, please contact Alice
Wansor at 637-423-1077.

00O0o0oo0oo0ooooo0ooo0DoDoo0Do0DO0Do0DO0DO0DO0o0oOooooooooaoao

A sampling of the beautiful cards our Wom-
en4dWomen made for those serving our country on
other shores.

OO0O0ODo0OooOoooaoao
O o0o0oo0ooooooao
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Footprints continued from page 1

in our Christian story. It not only will be all right
in the end, it already &as been all right in the end.
We are both broken and redeemed. Our broken-
ness, in fact, is not the end but the beginning. The
tool through which God can and does work in our
lives to bring about hope and beauty. The apostle
Paul reminds us in Romans 8:37-19, “(W)e are
more than conquerors through him who loved us,
for I am convinced that neither death, nor life, no
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

No matter where we are on our life’s jour-
neys, no matter what we are going through now or
have been through in the past or will go through in
the future, God is with us. God is holding us close
and loving us and comforting us. We do not go it
alone, but rather are “inscribed on the palms of
God’s hands.” (Isaiah 49:16) No matter where
you currently are in your life, you can be assured
that even though there is brokenness, there is also
redemption. It has been ordained by the loving
God of the universe and if seeing an Oscar-
nominated (or any other) movie reminds you of
that, it’s all to the good!

Rev. Rebecca Segers

The Trinity Snowman by Maureen Spell

When you see a snowman
Three snowballs round,
He is reminding you
That in God, Three in One are found.

The bottom reminds us of God the Father,
Our strong rock and foundation,
The Creator of all living things,
People, tribes and nations.

The middle shows us God the Son
With His arms spread open wide.
Who died on the cross for each of us
Our sins Jesus’ blood did hide.

The head reminds us of God the Holy Spirit
Who is our counselor and friend,
He speaks to our hearts and minds
Transforming us in the likeness of Him.

So when you see a snowman
In the midst of all the wintertime fun,
Listen carefully and he’ll tell you,
“Remember God is Three in One”
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BOOK DISCUSSION

Double Inspiration Opportunity Coming Soon!

Arthur Mcunu was born in Soweto, South Afri-
ca in December 1963 and raised in a two-bedroom shoe-
box of a home shared with 19 of his relatives. Although
their living situation was humble, Arthur’s family was
lively, loving and close-knit, and valued education
above all, always ready to teach and learn from one an-
other other. He thrived in this environment and learned
to persevere notwithstanding the brutal climate of Apart-
heid in his home country. Aided by many people in-
cluding our own Maurice and Betty Perkins, Arthur
managed to escape the poverty, violence and oppression
of his homeland, come to America to continue his edu-
cation where ultimately he pursued his passion for medi-
cine and became a doctor. He is currently an Assistant
Professor of Surgery and the Director of Cardiothoracic
Surgery at Howard University Hospital in Washington,
D.C.

Dr. Mcunu tells
his story in the book
“Zulu Chest Cutter” and
will be at Sweet Hollow
on Sunday, February 12"

AL AR

to share it with us. There
will be an augmented
Coffee Hour after wor-
ship that week so that
those who would like to
stay for his talk and the
discussion following can

Arthur N. S. Mcunu Jr., M.D.

do so without tummy

rumblings. Afterward Dr.
Mcunu will have books available for sale and signing. If
you’d like to read his book beforehand, Sweet Hollow
does have a few copies available or you may pick one up
at the talk and then we’ll discuss it in earnest at our next
Book Discussion meeting on Monday, February 27" at
7:30 p.m. in the Parlor. Please join us for this double
blessing (coincidentally — or should I say God-
incidentally, Arthur’s Zulu name is Sibusiso which
means “blessing”) — Sunday, February 12" immediately
following worship and Monday, February 27" at 7:30
p.m. — and be inspired to face your own challenges in

the light of God’s love!
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YSOP Trip Open to All Youth

FEBRUARY 2012

This year’s trip to YSOP (Youth Services Opportunity Project) in Manhattan is open to all young
people in 7™ grade and above (that’s their cutoff, 6™ graders, sorry!). This is a marvelous mission trip
that starts on Friday afternoon right after school. We leave at approximately 3:30 p.m., as soon as the
kids are able to get to the church parking lot. Upon arriving in NYC, we head to the Quaker Meeting
House, which is YSOP’s base of operation. There we begin with an orientation of the next 24 hours ac-
tivities and then jump immediately into service. On Friday night, we’ll prepare, serve and eat supper

with people who are homeless. It’s a great time for conversation and games — an opportunity to meet one
on one those who are struggling and dispel some of the myths about homelessness. Once our guests go
on to their shelters, we’ll participate in a program, led by an Advocate for Homeless People or perhaps
even those who’ve lifted themselves out of homelessness and back into living a more normal life.

That night, we sleep on the floor in the Meeting House, waking early to begin a day of helping
others. We have a light breakfast of bagels and juice, don our blue YSOP t-shirts and then travel to a lo-
cation somewhere in NYC to work in a soup kitchen, a thrift shop or a community action center to make

a difference for one day in the lives of those in need. When our
day of dishing up food, or cleaning, or caring for the children of
incarcerated mothers is finished, we return to the Quaker Meet-
ing House for a debriefing session at around 4:00 p.m.

After our 24 hours of hard work and education is over,
we take a few more for fun in the City. In the past, we’ve gone
to Chinatown and wandered until we’ve found a new and differ-
ent restaurant to try, we’ve gone to the East village and eaten at
Dallas BBQ while watching the wide variety of people who live
in the City pass, we’ve headed to Little Italy and enjoyed pasta
and pastries in that historic area. Wherever we go, and whatever
we do, it’s sure to be an interesting journey with good food at
the end of it!

The dates for this special trip are Friday, March 9 —
Saturday, March 10, 2012. The cost is $100.00 per person and
includes transportation, 4 meals, lodging and entertainment. It’s
highly likely that the Youth Group will do some sort of fundrais-
er to help defray the cost for those who participate, so be sure to
help out and help lighten the load financially so that you, too,
can come.

NTH STREET
e NTHLY. MEETING
NEW YORK:
QUARTERLY MEETING

YEARLY. MEETINC
RELICIOUS” SOCIETY |

FRIENDS (QUAKERS)

MEETING HOUSE "AND" OFFICES ;
) RUTHERFORD {PUACE l

TERNATIVES o YIOLENCE
PROVECT (AVP)
AMERICAN| FRI ENDS
SERVICES OMMﬂT

YOUTH!
OPPORTUNITIES® PROJECT
(YSOP):

MANHATTAN
MENNONITE EELLOWSHIP
SUNDAY:WORSHIP: 5 PM

\
|
‘.

“ENTRANCE AROUND CORNER IN 157 STREET

(F YU AFTER
e e

Pastor Rebecca will need a male chaperone to come along too, as the boys sleep separately
from the girls and cannot be without supervisor, so if you’re an adult male and able to take the day to
accompany us on this worthy trip, please let Pastor Rebecca know ASAP.
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF SWEET HOLLOW

95 Old Country Road
Melville, NY 11747

Phone: 631-367-9249
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We’re on the Web!

www.sweethollowpresby.org

BELL RINGER DEADLINE
Wednesday, February 23rd

Dorothy Landkammer
& Madeline Bacchus
are willing straphang-
ers on the subway.

April Fallon and Grace
Segers anxiously await the
beginning of the Radio
City Music Hall Christ-
mas Show.

Youth Group NYC Trip

“May We Never Forget” — our Youth Group in front of a
beautiful copper bas relief mosaic of the heroes of 9/11 (left to
right) : Jessica Fressle, Grace Segers, Emily Moder, Nicky
Fressle, Dylan Landkammer, Dorothy Landkammer, Brittney
Moder, Madeline Bacchus and April Fallon.




