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Footprints 

As of December 

22nd, it is officially winter, 

but hereôs the good news: 

the Light has come into the 

world!  This truly is the good news, 

both literal and metaphorical.  Also as 

of December 22nd, the Winter solstice 

has come.  The days slowly begin to get 

longer and the nights shorter, so even 

as we feel the anxiety over the poten-

tially snowy and icy days ahead, we 

can be assured that winter is over even 

as it has just begun.  Additionally, we 

Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus 

Christ, the Light of the World, on De-

cember 25th.  The actual date of Jesusô 

birth is a mystery and much of our tra-

ditional celebration has been co-opted 

from other ancient societies, but that 

doesnôt make Christmas any less spe-

cial. 

For centuries, Christian writers 

accepted that Christmas was the actual 

date on which Jesus was born.  There 

were good reasons for this belief.  John 

Chrysostom, an early Church Father, 

preached a sermon in Antioch around 

386 C.E. which established the date of 

Christmas as December 25th with the 

rationale that the conception of Jesus as 

described in Luke 1:26 had been an-

nounced during the sixth month of Elis-

abeth's pregnancy with John the Baptist 

(Luke 1:10-13) as dated from the an-

nouncement to her husband Zacharias 

while he was performing his duties on 

the Day of Atonement during the sev-

enth month of the Hebrew calendar 

Ethanim or Tishri (Lev. 16:29, 1 Kings 

8:2) which falls sometime in late Sep-

tember / early October.  However, this 

reasoning was also supporting a prac-

tice that had already been in existence 

for centuries and had supplanted other 

celebrations in its stead. 

In ancient Rome, a week be-

fore the winter solstice, the pagan holi-

day honoring the god Saturn, named 

after him as Saturnalia, began.  It was 

a time of great feasting and pleasure, 

enjoyed by most Romans of the time.  

There were also those who worshiped 

Mithras, a god who originated in Per-

sia as Mithra, and was adopted by the 

Romans as the god of light.  He was 

born out of a rock and his birthdate 

was celebrated on December 25th.  

Some scholars assume that since the 

date of Jesusô birth was unknown, the 

early Christians began to celebrate his 

birthday at the same time, aiding con-

version of the pagans to their fold as 

well as maintaining some of the cele-

bratory aspects.  The Church officially 

adopted the date in the fourth century, 

around the time that Chrystostom was 

preaching his explanatory sermon.  So 

perhaps itôs a question of which came 

continued on page 7 



Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil  
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Bell Ringer News January 2012 

Christian Ed News 

 

Happy New Year wishes to all our Sweet Hollow Sunday School families! 

 

The highlight of our December Advent season is the presentation of our annual Christmas 

Pageant. This year was particularly exciting as we saw so many of our Nursery age chil-

dren participating in their very first Christmas pageant portraying angels or shepherds in 

the closing Nativity scene of Operation Christ Child! Thank you, to all the Sweet Hollow 

members and friends who helped to make the Pageant and Dessert Reception such a won-

derful evening for all involved! 

 

We offer thanks on behalf of the families served by the Huntington Station Enrich-

ment Center Boys and Girls Club who were the recipients of your generous donations 

to the 2011 Mitten Tree. Our donations this year included 17 warm scarves, 10 cozy 

hats, and 16 pair of snuggly mittens/gloves, plus 3 hat/glove combo sets. In addition we 

donated two tied fleece blankets created as an Advent service project by our K-5th 

grade Sunday School children as well as a selection of toys and treats!  

 

 

Lost and Found Lesson Series 
 

Children in the Pre-K Nursery thru 5th grade level are about to embark on a 10-week series of lessons 

titled Lost and Found beginning on Sunday January 8th. The lessons will be based on Jesusô parables of 

the Lost Coin, The Lost Sheep and the Prodigal Son found in Luke 15.  

 

 

2012 Confirmation Classes Begin 
 

The 2012 Confirmation class schedule begins on Sunday January 8th with a meeting for parents and stu-

dents to be held in the Parlor following morning worship. 

 

Looking Ahead to February! 
 

Please mark your calendars and plan to participate in Sweet Hollow Sunday Schoolôs 

2012 Souper Bowl of Caring campaign and the 2012 Pancake Breakfast to be held 

on Sunday February 5th. Sunday School members will be on hand to greet you as 

you arrive for worship to collect your donations of money and cans of soup to benefit 

the Huntington Community Food Council. Then plan to stay after worship to enjoy 

the fellowship and delicious pancakes prepared by our Sunday School students and 

teachers as we host our annual Sunday School Pancake Breakfast! 
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WORSHIP NEWS 
by Frank Sansone 

 

    With Christmas and Advent over, I 

would like to thank the many people in our 

congregation who made it so special.  Our 

Sanctuary would not have been decorated 

without the Woman for Woman Group.  

Our multi generational familiesð Rogers/ 

DôAngelo, Walter/Miller, Mowatt & Wil-

liams, Moder/Greller/Fressle ð who 

opened  our Call to Worship on one of the  

4 Sundays  in Advent,  and  the Schmitt 

family  for opening the 7 P.M. Christmas 

Eve Service. Not multi-generational yet, 

the Sansone family for opening the 9 P.M. 

Service. John, Madeleine, and Natasha 

Bacchus for accompanying the Choir on 

their String instruments for the Christmas 

Eve Services.   Finally Rachel Fogel, and 

the Sweet Hollow Choir for their extra 

time spent in rehearsals for the Advent and 

Christmas Eve music. 

 

   Please consider helping the CD Ministry.  

We still have a need for additional people 

to record, and make CDôs for Sunday Ser-

vice.  It would be only once a month, you 

would be trained, and it is very easy to 

learn. Please speak with Anthony DôAnge-

lo , or Frank Sansone to inquire about the 

details. 

 

     Assisting in the Pulpit in January: 
 

1/08/12    Sarah Greller 

1/15/12    Margaret Wolf 

1/22/12     OPEN 

1/29/12    William Walter  

 

Grace Segers and George 

Bures share a smile! 

Advent 
Party at 

the 
Manse  

Bill Chamberlain, Ray Moder and Bill 

Walter have a conversation in the kitchen. 

Winifred 

Stagl and 

Gloria Sper-

ry think the 

goodies are 

great!! 

Gail Keil and Alice Wansor enjoy the 

opportunity to catch up. 
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Party at the Manse ...  
 

 

 

 

Ben Greller charms Betty Perkins. 

Sarah Greller and Sukey Walter 

nosh and nog together. 

Brittney Moder, April Fallon, Grace Segers and 

Emily Moder share some good times. 

Carol Keil and Audrey Livingstone take 

some time to chat. 
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SWEET HOLLOW NEWS 

by Bill Walter 
  

Douglas Judd has graduated from Marine Corps Boot Camp in October.  He was chosen as 

the guide for Platoon 1075 and was one of only 12 honor graduates out of 680 recruits.  Af-

ter attending Marine Combat Marine Combat training at Camp Geiger at Camp Lejeune, he 

will go to Pensacola for training in aviation mechanics.  Doug is the son of Larry & Lynne, a 

2009 graduate of Walt Whitman High School and was a member of the 2005 Sweet Hollow 

confirmation class. 

 

Rudy Kausch was known for his line drawings of the Sweet Hollow Church and also of 

houses in the Rolling Wood development.  Weôve recently heard from Bernd Drechsler 

(Rudy was his motherôs cousin) asking for information on Rudy.  According to Bernd 

Drechsler, Rudyôs grandfather, who was also Rudolf Kausch and also a talented illustrator; 

however, he followed his brother to become a seaman, later a captain and commanded sever-

al large sailing ships. 

 

Mr. Dreschsler has written a book about Rudyôs grandfather because in 1866 his ship ran 

aground on Wake Island, at that time an uninhabited coral reef with no drinking water.  Ru-

dolf was able to rescue most of the crew and passengers, among them the world-famous 

primadonna Anna Bishop, her husband and some members of her ñteamò as well as Eugene 

Miller van Reed, a pioneer the beginnings of American-Japanese relations.  Rudolf was able 

to convey them to Guam in a small boat. 

Youth Group News  
The Youth Group is starting off the 

New Year right!  On Monday, January 2 nd, 

theyõre going into Manhattan to visit the 

9/11 Memorial, eat lunch in the financial 

district and then travel up to Midtown to 

enjoy the penultimate performance of Ra-

dio City Music Hallõs Christmas Spectacu-

lar.  But the fun doesnõt end there.  They 

also have two other regular gatherings 

scheduled in January: Sunday, January 8 th  

and Sunday, January 22 nd, theyõll meet at 

5:30 p.m. in the church for supper, fellow-

ship, mission activities and games.  So if 

youõre a young person in 6th  through 12 th  

grade, please join leaders Pastor Rebecca 

and Brittney Moder for a new year filled 

with good times for all!  

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

Thank you to everyone who has helped to make this 

a great Stewardship Campaign thus far ï but itôs not over yet!  

Together we have brought in a total of 55 pledges as of the 

date of this writing, for a total of $90,287.  Unfortunately, this 

leaves us short of what we received in pledges last year and, 

given that we anticipate continued rising expenses (in the 

form of fuel costs, etc.), this will make it difficult for the 

Budget Committee as they attempt to prepare a balanced 

budget for 2013.  We are already working with a bare bones 

budget that has had all non-essentials removed and we are 

relying on your support to help us pay for essential operating 

costs and to continue to do Godôs work in our community and 

out into the world.  If you have not yet submitted your 

pledge, I urge you to please do so as soon as possible.  
 

Our congregation includes a large number of individ-

uals who have not yet shown their support by pledging 

pledged for 2013ï are you one of them?  If so, please consider 

filling out your pledge card (more are available at the back of 

the sanctuary if you need another).  Our average pledge this 

year is $1,645.00 ï or around $30.00 a week.  If we receive 

another 30 pledges in that amount from those members who 

have not yet pledged, that would mean an additional $50,000 

to be used toward the operation, ministry and mission of our 

church.  If you canôt give that much, please commit to what 

you can.  If you can give more, we would appreciate your 

generosity.  Sweet Hollow needs your support to continue 

doing all that we are able to do ï wonôt you lend your helping 

hand so that together we can accomplish so much?  Please 

make a commitment if you have not yet done so, be it small 

or large, so that both you and the church have something to 

count on. 
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²ƻƳŜƴп²ƻƳŜƴ DƛǾŜǎ ŀ [ƛǧƭŜ [ƻǾŜ 
²ƻƳŜƴп²ƻƳŜƴ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

ǳǎǳŀƭ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ фǘƘΣ ǎƻ ŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŦŜǎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ aŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ 

ŘŀȅΣ ²п² ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ aŀǊŎȅ DƻǊπ

ŘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ όǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ aŀǊŎȅΗύΣ мтп /ƘƛŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ 

wƻŀŘ ƛƴ IǳƴǝƴƎǘƻƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ±ŀƭπ

ŜƴǝƴŜΩǎ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦ  Lƴ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 

ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜȅ ŬƴƛǎƘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ 

ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΦ  aŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ 

ƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǊŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ±ŀƭŜƴǝƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  {ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ 

ǿƻƳŀƴ άƻǾŜǊ нм ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΣέ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ фǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ тΥлл 

ǇΦƳΦ ǘƻ фΥлл ǇΦƳΦ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ 

ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

Prayer Corner 
These individuals are on the Sweet Hollow Budget 

Team: It is their job to put together a viable budget for 
the upcoming year. 

Please pray for them personally and as a team com-
mitted to PCSHĴs financial well-being as they strive to 

provide for its mission and ministry in the coming 
year. 

1. Anthony DĴAngelo 
2. Robert Earthy 
3. Cathi Matuza 
4. Jim Sommermeyer 
5. William Walter 
6. Margaret Wolf 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
by Alice Wansor 

 
Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday, January 19th from 
1:00-2:30 p.m.  All who knit or 
crochet are welcome to join us.   
If you have a friend or loved one 
who might benefit from a shawl, 
please contact Alice Wansor at 
631-423-1077.  

Audrey Livingstone strings popcorn 

and cranberries for the Fellowship Hall 

Christmas Tree. 

Marcy Gordon hangs a wreath 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

Teddy Tanksley, Marcy Gordon 

and Lynn Burke decorate the Fel-

lowship Hall Christmas Tree. 

Maureen Sansone, Betty Perkins and 

Charlotte DeSanti gussie up the breeze-

way with red and green paper chains. 
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first: the chicken or the egg, the celebration or the 

date? 

Then as Christianity expanded northward, it 

continued to incorporate ancient traditions from 

other cultures into its own Christmas celebrations.  

In the Norse countries that holiday was called Yule 

and occurred at the time of the solstice as well.  

The people would bring in evergreen trees to re-

mind them of life and new beginnings.  They 

would also set logs on fire as harbingers of good 

fortune.  Obviously, we turned these trees and logs 

into Christmas trees and Yule logs for our festivi-

ties.  In order to remind Christians of the Garden of 

Eden, the trees would be decorated with apples, 

which later became red Christmas ornaments. 

I think all of this is fascinating as history 

and cocktail party conversation, but really whatôs 

important to me is that the time of year which 

seems the darkest is actually when the Light comes 

into it.  That the celebration we hold in honor of 

Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, the Prince of 

Peace heralds more than the days getting longer 

and the ultimate return of spring.  That we believe, 

as Christians, that God has loved us so much that 

God became one of us.  God lived as we do, taught 

us to love even more than we thought possible and 

through Godôs actions in the person of Jesus the 

Christ and our decision to follow his example, we 

can become more fully the people that God imagi-

nes us to be.  Now thatôs worth celebrating! 

I hope you all had a very Merry Christmas 

and will enjoy the best New Year ever. 

 

Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Footprints continued from page 1 Book Discussion Reads ñThe Popeôs Warò 
Matthew Fox was an ordained Roman Catholic 

priest with advanced degrees in Christian Spirituality 

who championed a theology that was strongly influ-

enced by early Christian mystics such as Hildegard of 

Bingen, Thomas Aquinas and St. Francis of Assisi.  He 

taught at a series of Catholic colleges, but his mystical 

ideas diverged with then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger who 

was the Prefect who oversee doctrine at the time.  Cardi-

nal Ratzinger, who later became the current Pope Bene-

dict, felt so strongly against 

Foxôs views that he ordered a 

panel of Dominican theologi-

ans and priests to spend two 

years reviewing Foxôs teach-

ings.  When their initial find-

ings ruled in Foxôs favor, 

Ratzinger ordered second re-

view, and within five years 

had issued an order for him to 

stop teaching, and ultimately 

ordered his expulsion from the 

Roman Catholic Church.  Far from stopping his heresy, 

within a year, Fox was accepted into the Episcopalian 

Church and continued writing and teaching.  This book, 

The Popeôs War: Why Ratzingerôs Secret Crusade Has 

Imperiled the Church and How It Can Be Saved, his 36th 

by my count, details the story from Matthew Foxôs side 

including a behind-the-scenes look at the Vatican.  But 

far from just haranguing the current Catholic leadership, 

Fox offers his ideas and suggestions for a new way for-

ward.  Wonôt you pick up this intriguing book, read it 

and join us on Monday, January 23, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. to 

talk about it? 

(Left) The Innkeeper (Beth Pereira) in-

forms Mary (Natasha Bacchus) and Jo-

seph (John Bacchus) that ñthere is no 

room at the inn.ò 

(Right) The Angel Raphael (Grace 

Segers) gives the shepherds ñgood news of 

great joy!ò 
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Santa Claus gives out gifts with 

support from his Helper Elf 

Carol Keil. 

The final scene around the manger (left to right, back row): Made-

line Beyer, Grace Segers, Jessica Fressle, Sarah Greller, Anthony 

DôAngelo, Pastor Rebecca and Josh Miller, (front row): Chloe Keil, 

Kaitlyn Baracco, Emillie Fletcher, Serena Lucas, Amanda Moder, 

Courtney Schmitt, Laura Wolf, Emily Wolf, John Bacchus, Nate 

Miller, Ryan Keil, Alex Greller, Nicky Fressle and Tony Gagliardo. 

CALL OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Notice is hereby given of the annual corporate and ecclesiastical meeting of the Presbyterian 

Church of Sweet Hollow, located at 95 Old Country Road in Melville, New York to be held in the 

church sanctuary following the 10 a.m. Worship Service on Sunday, January 29, 2012 for the pur-

pose of: 

Electing officers to serve for the coming year; 

Receiving and acting upon reports from church organizations and committees; 

Presenting the 2012 Church Budget, the Local and General Mission Budgets for discussion and 

support; 

Adopting the call to the pastor; and 

Transacting whatever other business may properly come before the meeting at this time. 

By order of the Session, 

Margaret Wolf 

Clerk of Session 
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