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The Book Discus-
sion Group read 12 Steps
to a Compassionate Life
last month. | found it to be an interest-
ing read, convicting in its call, if not en-
tirely clear in its practical application.
One evening | read for about two hours
straight and was feeling especially mo-
tivated to improve the level of compas-
sion in my responses to people and
situations, when | got a phone call from
someone asking me to do a favor. |
was immediately annoyed and not
nearly as gracious as | could have
been in answering the request. | put
down the phone and gave myself a
mental kick. | had just finished reading
about and committing to being more
compassionate and the first time | was
given the chance | blew it!

Later that week | was reading
my daily meditatdi
thor, Rick Hamlin, confessed he had
put a dirty cereal bowl, spoon and juice
glass into a dishwasher full of clean
dishes that morning. As he was leav-
ing the house for work, he found his
wife unloading the dishwasher and re-
alized his error. He sheepishly admit-
ted his mistake and contemplated that
i(a) marriage 1is
scenes of
tion left me pondering that all relation-
ships are founded on forgiveness.

on

A Friendly Church; So When You Come - Bring A Friend

Even relationships with ourselves.
Astoundingly, this is even true for our
relationship with God.

If we were not able to forgive
ourselves and others, we could not
possibly live in community. We could-
ndét be in the same
ers, the same church with others, the
same workplace or school or grocery
store or gas station. The fact is, we all
make mistakes and we all make them
pretty consistently. Small mistakes
like putting a dirty dish into a clean
dishwasher and larger mistakes like 1
well, you can think of a time or two in
your | ife where
mistake. | know | can. Yet if we are
open to granting ourselves and others
the grace to make mistakes and to
move on, our lives are so much richer.

Our Christian heritage is
founded on this grace. We profess
that Awhil e we
di ¢
tom line of this statement is that God
in Jesus Christ grants us the grace to
make mistakes. It is our job to recog-
nize our errors and confess them to
God. We have this opportunity each
Sunday during worship in the corpo-
rate Morning Prayer of Confession
and during the silent time before the
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Queens on March 11™. Members representing Pres-
S u nd ay SCh OOI m Sbyterian Churches in Garden City, Malverne,

by Carol Keil Smithtown, Port Jefferson, Glen Cove and Massa-
pequa joined our young people in those events. On
Christian Ed News Sunday April 3rd the class will visit the LI Islamic

Center Mosque in Westbury and on Wednesday
April 13™ they will visit the Presbytery of Long Is-
land office in Commack followed by a potluck sup-
per, Labyrinth Walk and Taize Worship Service at
Little Portion Friary!

The Sunday School lesson series Jesus, the Lamb
of God continues through Sunday April 10", The
children in K-5™ grade have been learning the rela-
tionship of Passover, the Last Supper and the sac-
rament of Communion. Nursery level children

have been learning about t h@neGreathloprofShaying,; oo\ 54 |

k rth. o
weekon e One Great Hour of Sharing time is here! The fa-

The grade K-5 Memory Verse for this lesson se- miliar OGHS fish-shaped coin banks are available

riesisJohn3:16% For God so | ov &gallghijignang 6“};]3@“6‘5 whopwish to partici- v

he gave his one and only Son, that whoever be- pate 1 n the campal gn. 0
able FSm(:)ﬂ],e ﬁabée At th

lieves in Him shall no reprof the Jagetyary,s The, | 4 |
banks will be collecte% gggng Palm Sunday wor-

ship, April 17th.

—+

There will be no Sunday School lessons held on
Palm Sunday, April 17 and Easter Sunday, April
24. All Sunday School age children are invited to
remain in worship with their families as we cele-
brate Palm Sunday and Easter. Nursery care will be
available both Sundays.

ffrrIEEIIIIIIRIRERIIYIIYIERERIYI YLy
Alexander James Greller

Palm Sunday Events!

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt
will be held rain or shine on
Palm Sunday, April 17th™ fol-
lowing the Palm Sunday worship
service! Please invite your
friends and extended family to join us for this
lively, fun event.

The pre-Confirmation class is holding a Car Wash
on Palm Sunday, April 17", from 11a.m-3p.m.,

to help us get our cars spruced up and ready for ;
Easter Sunday!

Welcome to the world T and to your church
family at Sweet Hollow, Alexander James Grel-
ler! The son of Sarah and Rusel and little
brother to Ben was born on Wednesday, March
23 at 10:25 a.m. at Winthrop University Hos-
pital in Mineola. He weighed 7 lbs. 8 oz. and

, was 19 inches long. A beautiful and happy
baby, we wish congratulations and joy to his
family.

Confirmation Class News E

The members of our 2011 Confirmation Class are
on the move! They participated in two field trips in
March: the first to the Confirmation Retreat at
Holmes Presbyterian Camp and Conference Center <

_th . . %
on March 4-5" and then to the Hindu Temple in $ e rrIIIIIIIIIIIIIILLILLY
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Worship News MISSION TEAM NEWS

by Frank Sansone
by Sarah Greller
There are many opportunities to worship this

§ Lenten and Easter season. Here are some
planned highlights: The Palm Sunday Ser- Sharing bags for the Huntington Community
vice will be held in the Sanctuary this year. _ _
Pastor Segers and Music Director Rachel Food Council are in the Sanctuary. They are

Fogel have prepared a service that includes music, me-
dia and a Liturgical Dance. During the Palm Sunday
service, the One Great Hour of Sharing boxes will be two to help feed the hungry in our community.
collected, with all proceeds going to the Presbyterian
Disaster Relief Fund. Rehearsals are on Tuesdays at
8:30 P.M., if you wish to participate. Maundy Thurs-
day, we will have a simple supper of soup in the C.E.B.

due back on April 30th. Please take a bag or

Also coming up in May, we will be collecting

Hall, followed by a service. Good Friday will have an sharlng bags of C|0th|ng for our Natlons Veter-
interactive Childrends Service the afternoon and
somber Tenebrae Service at night. Easter will be joy- ans and their famllles Gently used clothing for

ously celebrated with three services: the Sunrise Service
in the Gazebo, and the two more traditional services in

the Sanctuary. See the Schedule of times at the bottom can be brought in on Sundays, starting May
of this article.
15th through Sunday, May 29th (Memorial Day

any size and season is needed. The clothing

Sanctuary Spring Clean Up

Saturday, April 23 at 10:00 AM Weekend). The clothing will be blessed on the

With your help, we can make our beautiful Sanctuary

looks its best for Easter Sunday. We will supply all the Only Two Weeks of Bible Study Left
necessary cleaning items to accomplish that. Please
plan on coming. Many hands do make the job easier. AfLust, Li es, Mur der , Al

& ble StoiesYou Ove Never Read

Prayer Cross and Prayer Group Befored continues for 1
Webre reading and di sc

will surprise you, challenge you, disturb you and fasci-

nate you for the first two Sunday in April: on Sunday,

April 3 and Sunday, April 10", meeting from 4:00-5:30

p-m. in the Church Parlor. If you have young children

and need childcare, the Youth Group will be providing a

fun and safe environment at the church during the study

for a suggested donation of $5.00 to go into their Activi-

A cross surrounded by chicken wire is now hanging in
the Sanctuary on the wall over the back table. It is there
to provide anyone with the opportunity to have a prayer
of intercession said. You can write it out and place it in
the holes of the wire. The prayers for that week will
stay there until they are collected during the week.

They will then be prayed upon by Pastor Segers and
members of our congregation. If joining this prayer

group speaks to you, please contact Pastor Segers. ties Fund.
Holy Week Schedule
Sunday, April 17 10:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Service
Thursday April 21 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Supper
Friday April 22 4:00 p.m. Chil drends Service
7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service
Sunday April 24 6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service
9:00 a.m. Easter Service
11:00 a.m. Easter Service
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Youth Group Update

= Youth Group has had an
- ' incredibly busy and ful-
filling month and the one
coming up looks just as
exciting.

In March, they partici-

pated in the 30 Hour

Famine. Monies are still
coming in, but
- well on their way to

meeting their $3,000

i goal. Meanwhile on the

" actual March 19-20

dates, they fasted for 30

hours, played games that

were both fun and edu-

cated them about what

Itos |i ke to b
struggling in the after-

math of a disaster, drank

: GV juice, canvassed a

The whole crew at the beginning of the Famine (back row, left to right): Natasha neighborhood for cans

Bacchus, ‘Madeline Bacchus, Annalise Thode, Emily Martin, Kira S'ansone, Grace Segers, and non- perishable foods
Emily Moder and Dorothy Landkammer; (front row, left to right): Alexandra

D6Angel o, April Fall on and Je fgrthglélungr}gté)lg(;or‘[ne_
munity Food Council

(they collected over 170), and shared some of their experiences with the congregation during worship.
Thanks to Charlotte DeSanti, Angelina Henn, Emily Martin, Maureen Sansone, Gloria Sperry and Janet
Thode for making the yummy meals they ate before and after the Famine!

On Sunday, April 10™ at 6:00 p.m. the Youth Group is holding a Pasta
Palooza to help fund their Summer Mission Trip. For the cost of $10.00
per adult and $5.00 per child aged 10 and under, you will enjoy a deli-
cious spaghetti and meatball supper (homemade sauce and meatballs
courtesy of chef Doug Landkammer T donations needed of garlic bread,
salad, and desserts) served by our Sweet Hollow Youth Group (and
joined by the Garden City Youth Group too). Our young people joined
Garden City on the 27" of March to help with their Pasta Palooza fund-
raiser. All the proceeds from both are going to support the Mission Trip,

Tired and hungry, leaders Emily

Martin and Pastor Rebecca still
Group will be selling tickets after worship on Sunday, April 3™ and Sun- manage to share a smile.

day, April 10", | f you canét attend t :
still purchase a ticket and support their work. There will be a raffle drawing that you need not be present to
win. All Youth Group members need to arrive at 5:30 p.m. on Aprif'Ibessed in black pants or skirt
and white shirts to help prepare for the evening¢

(labor provided by our Youth Groups) in central Maine. The Youth
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SWEET HOLLOW NEWS
by Bill Walter

TUESDAY, APRIL 12™
SEARCH FOR THE HISTORICAL JESUS
AT OUR NEXT CHURCH BRUNCH

Historical scholars have started with the four Gospels of the New Testament, then examined other
Gospels that didndét make it into the Bible as
ish and Roman sources to attempt a reconstruction of what Jesus was really like, what he really
said and did. At our Church Brunch on Tuesday, April 12" we will view a 60-minute DVD presen-
tation by Professor Bart D. Ehrman, Professor of Religious Studies at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. His presentation discusses how scholars look at the Gospels and fact
and fiction in the Gospels. The approach Professor Enrman takes is an historical one rather than
a religious one, which means suspending our religious beliefs at the outset so we may follow the
historical evidence to determine historical conclusions. | think that you will find the way scholars
have approached this task beginning with the European Enlightenment of the eighteenth century
quite interesting. Join us for a 60-minute DVD presentation and follow up discussion with appro-
priate refreshments as well as our usual hearty fellowship.

—
We will have freshly brewed coffee to start our Brunch at10:00 a.m. and scrumptious (E_?;)
food wil/l keep us going Otil 12: 30 p. m. me
break during this break into the spring season. L

SWEET HOLLOW MAIL BAG

~1 | n |l ast mont hbébs Bell Ri nger we reported t
it heyove moved into Carolina Village, a Li
[ i na; however, we | eft off the #&arolihalVdage on

Rd #3619, Hendersonville, NC 28792.

A note from Debi Harvey reveals that she is missing us and will be at 1\\
Sweet Hollow on Easter Sunday. Meanwhile, she is settling in near her {{{ | &
daughterd6s home in the South, baljj
a lot (see beautiful picture), and has visited a nearby Presbyterian [
church in hopes of finding a new church home. Meanwhile, we miss
you too, Debi, and send you all our best.

/o
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Women4Women Spends an Evening ALove Winso Claims AL
with the Spirit

The Book Discussion Group

lt6s Lent and we ar e w/BEELS lka $aG hoswen ha Utelsqr
Womend4Women wants to enhance your spiritual iLove Wins: A Boc
journey this season on Monday, April 4™ with an Heaven, Hell and the Fate of

evening of Meditation followed by a Labyrinth Every Person Who Ever

walk. While it is our hope that we will have a laby- Livedo as their r

rinth onsite on the Great Lawn sooner rather than s [ it, he tackles the big ques-

|l ater, at this p odirduit , trorpthgti Chrigtiang higve wrep-

path from the Presbytery office and will lay it out in tled with for centuries: why

the Fellowship Hall. WS o Wonld adoying Gadl gregtabil-n g w i

lions of people over centuries
and then select only a few to

meditation and pure snacks such as water and fresh
fruit, pondering our Lenten journeys alongside Je-

suso. Then wedl | have gathheavewmapdsandthe igshto an gernity gn hell’a k e
eral walk on the labyrinthine path. The evening What happened to people like Gandhi who lived X
starts at 7:00 p.m. and ends at 9:00 T please join us exemplary |ives but didnbod
if you are able. Lord and Savior?

Also save the date in May i we Bell is a pastor, author and engaging speaker whose

N f meet on Monday, May 2" at the bibl‘ically-ori.ented messages have captured a gen-
% \ Dd6ANngel o home f ocration Iphis cpyngnybgok, he tackles the words

: CO High Tea and Maypole Celebra- heaven, hell and salvation in authentic and innova-
%(M) tion. This gathering is open to all tive ways, while remaining scripturally centered and
women and girls, so bring your bound. Heds caught quite
daughters, granddaughters, mothers, and grand- variety of camps in his |
mothers to enjoy a great time of fellowship and fun ~ love to hear your viewpoint on his take about what
as we rejoice in the spring season together. happens onciendamgolrsagwely on e

Wondét you pick up this fa
book, read it and join us right after Easter on Mon-
day, April 25, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. to talk about it?

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
by Alice Wansor
| was so happy to be back in March with
ST organizing the group. They have all been busy while I was away. Since Sep-

/ {, tember they have made at least 22 shawls that they blessed and donated to the
><97\ \, Suffolk County Coalition Against Domestic Violence, to Madonna Heights
/‘@3 Mothers, to individuals who were celebrating a special event or in need of com-
@ forting.

Our next Prayer Shawl Ministry meets this month on Thursday, April 21 from 1-2:30 p.m.
We can always use more knitters or crocheters. If you have a friend or loved one who might
benefit from a shawl to support them in celebratory times, please contact Alice Wansor at
631-423-1077.
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Footprints continued from page 1

, : . P C
As we walk this Lenten journey with Jesus rayer L-orner

to the cross, | think it}
what the cross means to us as Christians. Some-
times we gloss over the horror of the event and

mouth the words that have been said for centuries |
without pondering the Aw’
ence did it make for you, me, us? The fact is: we *
believe that God came into the world in human

form, lived as we do, suffered as we do and died

as we do, although in an even more horrific fash-

ion than any of us in 21 century America will ever
know. Why? Why would God do this?

We believe that the reason is all about rela-
tionship and forgiveness. God did this so that God
might fully understand what it is to be human.

What it is to wake up in the morning and smell the
fresh air of a new day. What it is to eat bread and
drink wine together in community. What it is to
love other capricious human beings even when

|
1
o .
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they anger or betray you. What it is to feel your ; in prayer and to pray for them. At the back of
"
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
\
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

and his family, Sarah, Rusel and Ben

3. Grace Segersfor a prestress fracture in
her right foot

4. Luke Waters, grandson of Eleargdior a
head injury he got in a skiing accident

5. Ross Martirg, for stressrelated health
issues

physical body in strength and good health and the sanctuary, you will now see a cross hang-
what it is to feel your body in pain and death. God ing on the wall. On the table beneath it, there
became human that God might completely know, are slips of paper on which you can write your
fEEI, understand what it is to be human. So that prayer requestS. The cross is wra ped in

God 6IS relationship with schiGkéh Wiredso e yofi tha§ fdra¥ly 1@ d
personal.

. N your requests on the cross. Every Tuesday at

God in Jesus Christ died because of the 9:00 amn. .Pe}stor Rebecc willl gather with all

11, S Pg vV e n d

human raceds betrayal of in o Ban 8l 8 and
pose and was raised to let us know that we are o wou ¢ lo pray 0S€ requests

forgiven. That each of us, in our daily betrayals
large and small, has a second chance. And a third
one. And a fourth one. And so on and so forth, all
the days of our lives.

This is a gift of awesome magnitude. To
recognize and be beloved in our humanity, in our

Prayer Circle. Please join us at Sweet Hollow
in making your requests known to the Lord
and in praying for o

mistakes, in our struggles, in our striving. A gift

that we not only receive from God but have the FOOD FOR THOUGHT

ability to give to ourselves and to others in our contributed by Marcy Gordon

daily lives. | wonder at the ability we have at

Sweet Hollow to love each other just as we are, | would rather live

just as God in Jesus Christ has loved us. May my life as if there is a God,

your Lenten season be richly blessed as we walk

the journey to the cross together, and may we all and die to find out

be called and able to forgive ourselves and each there isndot, than

other along the way.

- Rev. Rebecca Segers as i f there isn

and die to find out there is.

BELL RINGER DEADLINES Monday, April 25

fer -

Webve added a new opsport

ur -

her
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CHURCH BRUNCH PHOTOS

| Fran

| Kerr, Bill
| Walter

and

Sukey
Walter
remi-
nisce.

Everett Garland dishes up some goodies
while Teddy Tanksley munches a snack in
the background.

Bill Chamberlain, Rob Schmitt, Mil-
lie Schmitt and Allan Rogers share
stories.

Everybody gets
into the act with a
Nat hanos
" to right and back
| to front): George
Bures, Jean Bu-

res, Teddy

Tanksley, Don

Krams, Emily

Kotting, Allan
Rogers and Jutta

Christen.

Bill Wansor enjoys a yuammy
hot dog during our Coney Is-
land style brunch.
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF SWEET HOLLOW

95 Old Country Road
Melville, NY 11747

Phone: 631-367-9249

t he |Web!

www.sweethollowpresby.org




