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Footprints  

Can you believe itôs 

the holiday season already?  

Christmas is here again and 

I AM NOT READY!  I donôt know 

about you, but I often feel that way this 

time of year.  Iôm not ready.  My house 

isnôt clean enough to host the Advent 

Study and the Advent Party (which by 

the way, you are all invited to).  Iôm not 

ready.  My Christmas letter isnôt writ-

ten and cards arenôt addressed and in 

the mail.  Iôm not ready.  My Christmas 

lights arenôt hung, I havenôt even 

thought about a tree, much less deco-

rated it or the house.  Iôm not ready.  

My gifts arenôt purchased or mailed.  

Iôm not ready.  Iôve barely gotten used 

to school being back in session ï how 

can I possibly think about celebrating 

the impending birth of Jesus the Christ 

when Iôve got the end of Stewardship 

season and the Christmas pageant and 

Grace in the Nutcracker and ï wait a 

minute!  Iôm not supposed to be ready.  

And neither are you. 

Advent is a time of preparation.  

No matter how much the television and 

the newspapers and the internet and the 

stores try to convince us that Christmas 

is here and youôd better buy everything 

NOW or youôre going to miss the boat, 

itôs not true.  Christmas, the day we 

celebrate the birth of our Lord, is on 

December 25th and everything leading 

up to it is preparation.  All the hoopla 

around decorations and presents and 

parties and meals is fine and good, but 

it is all preparation.  External prepara-

tion.  External preparation can help 

lead us into the season, but perhaps the 

most important preparation at this time 

is internal. 

The stress that we all seem to 

feel at this time of year is the antithesis 

of internal preparation.  Yet perhaps it 

could support instead of hinder the 

process.  I wonder what might happen 

if every time I begin to panic because I 

havenôt accomplished something that I 

think is an imperative, I took a deep 

breath and embraced the fact that I am 

not finished but rather am preparing.  I 

wonder how it might feel to look at the 

decorations that surround us with a 

sense of awe that something wonderful 

is coming, whether Iôm contributing to 

them or not. 

When I was young, as Christ-

mas neared, my family would take a 

ñjoyrideò around the neighborhoods 

looking at all the Christmas lights that 

everyone had hung.  I remember those 

rides as truly joyous.  We ñoohedò and 

ñaahhedò at each new display seem-

ingly more beautiful from the last.  I 

remember a sense of wonder that I of-

ten lack in the bustle of adulthood and 

continued on page 7 

 



Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil  
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Christian Ed News 
 

The Advent lesson series for children in Nursery- grade 5 is Baby Jesus: the Journey to Bethle-

hem based on Luke 2: 1-7. Lesson activities will include creation of Advent wreaths, re-enacting 

the Latin American tradition of La Posadas, in which the children go from door to door seeking a 

ñroom in the inn;ò making a Jesse Tree illustrating Jesusô heritage in the ñHouse of Davidò and 

celebrating with a ñBirthday Party for Jesusò on Sunday December 19th as Sunday School 

hosts Coffee Hour. 

 

The Memory Verse for the Advent lesson series is Isaiah 9:6  ñFor to us a child is born, to us a son is 

given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.ò 

 

We hope you enjoy the beautiful cut paper snowflakes decorating the breezeway windows this 

month. They are a type of ornament known as ñChrismonò meaning a symbol of Christ or a Christ-

Monogram. The snowflakes were created by the Sunday School children and Women 4 Women.  

 

Christmas Pageant 2010 
 

The 2010 Sweet Hollow Christmas Pageant, ñNativity Idolò, takes place on Sunday December 19th at 

6:30 pm. A delicious dessert reception and visit by Santa will follow the performance. Pageant rehearsals 

take place on Sunday mornings December 5th and 12th from 11:15-12:30 PM and on Saturday December 

18th from 10 AM- 1 PM. Final dress rehearsal is Sunday December 19th at 3:30 PM. (Supper will be served 

for the cast and crew members prior to the performance.)  

 

On Sunday December 26th all Sunday School families are invited to join us in worship for the traditional 

service of Lessons and Carols at 10 AM. 

JOIN US TUESDAY DECEMBER 14TH 

FOR A CHRISTMAS CHURCH BRUNCH  
by Bill Walter  

 

Our Christmas Brunch will begin with a wonderful Christmas movie, The Shop around the 

Corner, an engaging film from 1940 with Jimmy Stewart and Margaret Sullivan playing 

bickering store clerks in Frank Morganôs shop in Budapest, Hungary. Youôll remember last 

yearôs The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, also The Bishopôs Wife and Miracle on 34th Street 

in prior years.  Well in this yearôs film a very young Jimmy Stewart and an equally youthful 

Margaret Sullivan engage in retail romance within Matuschek and Company, a high-end gift shop, just be-

fore Christmas in their third of four movie screen pairings.  Do join us for one of those delightful movies 

from the golden years.  We will have some Christmas cookies to go along with our usual freshly brewed 

coffee, an assortment of refreshments and fellowship ï some Christmas Cheer for this last 2010 Brunch. 

The Brunch starts at 10:00 and will run ótil 12:30 p.m.  Come join us.  Youôll find a most needed break dur-

ing this very busy holiday season. 
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Mission Team  
by Charlotte DeSanti  

  

Mission Team thanks you for all the donations of clothing for our Veterans and all the food brought in for 
the Huntington Community Food Council. Our small church is truly making a difference in the community 
for those less fortunate.  Thank you for always responding so generously not just for the sharing bags 
but  filling the basket at the back of the church each Sunday.  In January, our Sharing Bags for healthy 
snacks for the children at the Huntington Station Enrichment Center will be out.   
  

With Christmas around the corner, our Adopt A Family drive is under way.  Our Christmas tree in 
the Sanctuary will hold tag like ornaments naming an item on a family members wish list. We are 
helping to make it a brighter Christmas for eight Mom's and their children from Madonna 
Heights.  Please take one and let Sukey know in church or email her at sukey@pb.net so she 
may cross that item off her list as purchased. We will be wrapping and distributing these gifts be-
fore Christmas.  If you are able to help, details on the date and time will be noted in the Sunday 
bulletins. 

  
After the holidays we will have our sign up sheets for Project Hope's Sunday Supper.  No date has been 
set yet but it will  be sometime in January or early February.  If you would like to help out with Project Hope 
during the year contact Maureen at msansone@optonline.net or myself, lopus71@aol.com.  There is a 
general email that goes out and if you want to be on the list you will receive all the different ways to help. 
No regular commitment is needed. You just see if it works for your schedule. You can help out once a 
week, once a month or just once a year with anything from food preparation, dropping off food that may be 
needed for a Sunday Supper or picking up and delivering food from local merchant to St Hugh's. 
  
As always, Mission Team would love to have more members on board.  As the new year approaches won't 
you consider joining our committee? Any time you can donate to being a committee member will be truly 
appreciated and greatly needed. 
  
Again, thank you for supporting us all year and we wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Blessed, 
Happy and Healthy New Year!  The Mission Team 

Adopt a Family Update 
by Sukey Walter 

 
¢ƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ¢ŜŀƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ άŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎέ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭπ

dren from Madonna Heights.  We have 8 moms and 12 kids ranging in age from 9 to newborn. 
Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  

Hanging on the Mittens & More tree at the front of the sanctuary, you will find gift tags that list items re-
quested by both moms and kids.  Each tag is numbered.  When you take a tag, please mark your name 
next to the number you took on the clipboard at the back of the sanctuary.  This will help us keep track of 
what is being bought and what still needs to be shopped for.  Please return all items, wrapped or un-
wrapped by Sunday, December 19th.  Attach the numbered gift tag to the item. 

Financial donations are also welcome.  Please write your checks to the Presbyterian Church of 
Sweet Hollow and put Adopt-a-Family in the memo portion.  You may turn the checks in to Sukey Walter, 
Pastor Rebecca or simply put them in the Offering Plate on Sunday morning. 

We will be wrapping those items that need to be wrapped on Tuesday, December 21st in the Fel-
lowship Hall at 10:00 a.m.  Anyone who would like to help with wrapping is more than welcome.  We sup-
ply the paper, bows and gift tags.  Thank you for your support of this vital ministry. 
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2011 Stewardship Campaign and Church Financials 
 

The 2011 Stewardship campaign has kicked off in high gear having received 37 pledges for $65,528 after 

just the first week.  Last yearôs campaign total included 57 pledges totaling $99,926. 

 
As we all know the economic recession that we have been facing in 2010 has been difficult.  Session, and 

our church Treasurer, understand this and have been diligently working to ensure that our church funds 

( your donations) are used to maximize the benefits for our entire church family.  Based on our projections 

and past experience we feel that will be able to close out 2010 without having to utilize reserve funds to 

support our operating budget.  But with that said, we still have a gap in pledges, so if you havenôt already, 

please bring your pledge contributions up to date. 

 
Over the past several years, Session has worked hard to ensure our annual operating budget has either 

declined or remained flat, while investing in our church staff through competitive wages and continuing to 

provide for all ñcriticalò maintenance and many ñelectiveò maintenance projects on our facility. 

 
We are truly blessed that we have been able to meet our Churchôs capital expense needs on a timely basis.  

Many churches within our Presbytery, and other Long Island denominations, cannot say the same.  This 

year the Sanctuaryôs roof was replaced and air conditioning was installed.  Other recent projects that you 

may remember include painting the exterior of the Sanctuary and interior of the Christian Education 

Building, replacing the steeple, and repairs to the breezeway.  These programs are not funded from the 

annual church operating budget.  All of this is done through your kind, loving and generous contributions. 

 
We expect that 2011 will continue to be a challenging environment for all of us.  You have Sessionôs 

pledge to use your pledge as judiciously as possible.  If you havenôt already, please pledge!  Help us to 

continue to do Godôs work. 

 
Session, Treasurer and 2011 Stewardship Team 

 

We celebrated the baptism of Melissa 

Beyer and Madeline Marie Beyer, daugh-

ter of Melissa and Jim Beyer, during 

worship on Sunday, November 14, 2010.  

Melissa and Jim were received into membership on 

Sunday, November 14, 2010 by Reaffirmation of 

Faith.  Welcome Melissa, Jim and Madeline! 

 

We also welcome the beginning of Ad-

vent season this Sunday, November 28 

with the Advent candle lighting ritual.  

A new family will be lighting the 

wreath of candles each week.   

 

 

 

If you have a favorite Christmas carol 

you would like for us to sing during the 

holiday season, please sign it up on the 

sheet at the back of the sanctuary (even 

if someone else has already signed up 

your carol- the more often it is mentioned, the more 

likely it is to be sung during worship in December). 

 

Our thanks go to Carol Keil for her artistic assis-

tance in arranging the lovely seasonal displays at 

the front of the sanctuary for the past two weeks.  

Expect to see more focal points for reflection con-

tinuing throughout the Advent season.  

 

WORSHIP TEAM NEWS  
by Margaret Wolf  
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Youth Group News 
 

Youth Group has been on the go this fall.  They set up their own schedule of events and it has in-

cluded a variety of activities that have included hanging out and hanging in, taking care of those in the 

church and in the community, getting to know one another and God better and having an all around good 

time.  During the month of November, they held a Mexican-theme Night, where they had tacos, quesadillas 

and chips for dinner and Monkey Bread for dessert (not really Mexican, but cinnamon/sugar-based like 

many Mexican desserts).  Then they played games with a Mexican focus and had a great time.  They also 

picked their ñSecret Santaò to be purchased for by our next meeting on Sunday, December 12th. 

On Friday, November 26th, ten of the Youth Group went into New York City to go ice skating in 

Central Park and see the Flying Karamazov Brothers at the Minetta Lane Theater.  In between we checked 

out the windows at Barneyôs and Bergdorf Goodmanôs and ate dinner at Ellenôs Stardust Diner, where we 

were regaled with all sorts of songs by Broadway-hopefuls who also waited on us.  It was a fabulous day 

and a grand time was had by all. 

On Sunday, November 28th, the Youth Group went to ñClay Nationò in Glen Cove to paint gifts of 

pottery for themselves or others for Christmas.  The group has expressed an interest in this outing as 

theyôve watched the Women4Women group go over the years and we were finally able to make it happen ï 

yippee! 

Now weôre in December, and while weôve only got one meeting on Sunday, December 12th because 

of the busy-ness of the season, itôs going to be a special one.  Weôll gather at our regular 5:30 p.m. time for 

dinner, but the rest of our evening will be spent on our annual cookie-baking for older and homebound folks 

in our church.  The Youth Group always enjoys this gathering immensely: they have a good time baking 

and decorating together, especially knowing that their work goes to brighten the Christmas holidays for 

those they love at Sweet Hollow.  They wish the congregation, members and friends, and those around the 

world a Merry Christmas! 

 

Youth Group takes a moment together in the midst of fun and 

games (back row, left to right): Annalise Thode, Maddy Bacchus, 

Jessie Fressle, Brittney Moder, Emily Martin, Kira Sansone and 

Natasha Bacchus; (middle row, left to right): Juilianna Barca, Alex 

DôAngelo, Dorothy Landkammer, Emily Moder and Grace Segers; 

(front row, left to right): Anthony DôAngelo and MaxTorres.  

Kira Sansone, Samantha Schwab 

and Grace Segers take a break from 

the ice and warm up with some hot 

chocolate. 

April 

Fallon 

helps 

Jessie 

Fressle 

get her 

skates 

laced up. 
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Harvest Dinner Reaps Fun for All 
 
This yearĴs Harvest Dinner was a grand success.  We filled eight tables with family and friends of 

Sweet Hollow, enjoyed a marvelous meal together and then finished up with a program that included 
something for everyone: a Sing-a-Long, Hula Hoop Hoopla, Bible Pictionary, and a beautiful duet by Ra-
chel Fogel and Sarah Greller.  We finished up with our usual Chinese Auction which planted smiles on 

many faces.  Be-
tween it and 

the Silent Auc-

Maurice and Betty Perkins and George and 

Jean Bures chat while enjoying dessert. 

Their smiling faces prove Don and 

Sharon Krams are having funðand the 

entertainment hasnôt even begun yet. 

Jessica Fressle, Ben 

Greller and Emily 

Moder enjoy each 

otherôs company at the 

Harvest Dinner. 

Peter Teelucksingh and John Speed in 

the midst of dinner and conversation. Linda Earthy and Bill  

Chamberlain share a smile. 

Grace Segers draws for her 

Team (or side of the room) 

during Bible Pictionary. 

Barbara Martin, Caroline Martin and 

Ross Martin prove family time and 

Sweet Hollow time are one and the 

same. 

Sukey Walter negotiates the Hula Hoop 

while Sarah Greller, Andy Fogel and grand-

son Nate Miller cheer her on. 

Nema Living-

stone and Emily 

Martin give a 

grin during the   

festivities. 
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responsibility.  How might it feel to recapture that 

wonder, perhaps as we see it through the eyes of a 

child?  (There are certainly plenty in our church 

community now through whom we might view the 

season anew.) 

Why donôt you join us at one of the many 

activities that we offer at Sweet Hollow during the 

holiday season and bring back the joy of Christmas 

in your life?  Do you love to sing?  The choir will 

be singing special Anthems throughout Advent and 

on Christmas Eve.  They are meeting on Thursday 

evenings at 7:00 p.m. in December to prepare 

(thereôs that word again!) for joyous worship.  

Would you like to view Christmas through the eyes 

of a child?  Come to the Christmas pageant on Sun-

day, December 19th at 6:30 p.m. and enjoy a de-

lightful play called Nativity Idol that celebrates the 

birth of Jesus in a new and different way.  Do you 

have a child whoôd like to be a shepherd or an an-

gel in the Christmas pageant?  Let me know and 

weôll make sure that he or she lets his or her light 

shine for all to see! 

I donôt want to add another thing to your 

ñTo Do Listò this season, but I do want you to 

know that no matter what you do or do not get 

done during this time, you are a beloved child of 

God, that life is a journey not a destination and I 

pray for you that this time might be blessed and 

recognized as a time of preparation, filled with joy 

and anticipation of the coming of the Light into the 

world. 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Footprints continued from page 1 ¦ÉÛÊÓÙd¸ÙÚÉÞdÎÓd̆¼ÍÆÙd¼Êd§ÊÑÎÊÛÊ 

¦dµ×ÊØÇÞÙÊ×ÎÆÓdµ×ÎÒÊ×̇ 

 

Pastor Rebecca is leading an Advent 

Study every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. on 

the basics of Presbyterianism.  Each 

week is an interactive conversation 

on various aspects of our Presbyterian heri-

tage: our history, what we think about the Bible 

and the Statements of Faith, what it means to 

ÇÊdÕÆ×ÙdÔËdÙÍÊd̆×ÊËÔ×ÒÊÉdÙ×ÆÉÎÙÎÔÓṗdÆÓÉdÒÔ×Êrdd

One of the blessings of being Presbyterian is 

ÙÍÊdÇÊÑÎÊËdÙÍÆÙd̆ÙÍÊd±Ô×ÉdÎØdÙÍÊd×ÚÑÊ×dÔËdÙÍÊd

ÈÔÓØÈÎÊÓÈÊṗdÙÍÚØdÜÊdÒÆÞdÆÑÑdÇÊdÆÙdÉÎËËÊ×ÊÓÙd

places on our own independent faith journeys 

In the Margins 
 

Due to a very busy Advent and Christ-

mas season, there will be no Book Dis-

cussion in December.  However, save 

the date, time and book: Monday, Janu-

ary 24th at 7:30 p.m., ñThe Tenth Parallelò in which 

Eliza Griswold tells the story of the seven years she 

spent traveling this often forgotten area of Africa 

and Asia where 700 million Muslims and 1.2 billion 

Christians live side by side.  We hope you pick it 

up, read it and that we see you then! 

Prayer Corner 

 

This month, weôll focus on our homebound 

for whom the Youth Group bakes Christmas 

cookies and we especially miss seeing in our 

pews this holiday season. 

 

 1.  Edna Dein 

 2.  Charles and Galda Gallagher 

 3.   Ida Haus 

 4.   Joan Homeyer 

 5.   Ruth Ulrich 

Sarah Grel-

ler and Ra-

chel Fogel 

perform an 

Indigo Girls 

song for us 

all at the 

Harvest Din-

ner. 

BELL RINGER DEADLINE  
 

Monday, December 27 
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Women4Women Paint the Town  
 

Well, maybe not the town.  Actually, W4W will be painting pottery and/or 

making mosaics at their next event scheduled for Monday, December 6
th

 at ñClay 

Nationò located at 31 Village Square in Glen Cove.  Weôll gather in the church 

parking lot at 6:30 p.m., carpool together to the venue, craft our item from 

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (as well as enjoy wine and cheese and other snacks), 

returning to the church parking lot at approximately 9:30 p.m. that evening.  

There will be an alternative carpool location for those closer to Glen Cove 

north and east of the church.  This is an annual event that provides a lot of 

joy and laughter to those who attend as well as netting a delightful hand-

crafted gift for yourself or someone else.  Please let Pastor Rebecca know if 

you plan to attend and which location youôd like to carpool from. 

 

Last month, W4W changed their regular meeting time and gathered in late 

November to decorate the church the ñold- fashionedò way.  As you enter our 

building this year, youôll notice handmade snowflakes hanging alongside red 

and green paper chains and wreaths on the breezeway windows.  Whether you head 

left into the Fellowship Hall or right into the sanctuary, Christmas is in the 

air.  The Fellowship Hall is hung with wreaths and ornamented with an old -

fashioned Christmas tree, strung with popcorn and cranberries and bows.  The 

sanctuary also sports wreaths and a Christmas tree, but also candles and gar-

land and altar decorations.  Thank you, W4W, for enhancing our Advent and 

Christmas experience at Sweet Hollow!  

The whole crew on the ice (back row, left to right): Alexandra 

DôAngelo, Melissa DôAngelo, Kira Sansone and Samantha 

Schwab; (front row, left to right); April Fallon, Emily Moder, 

Brittney Moder, Jessica Fressle and Grace Segers. 

 

Youõre invited 
To Pastor Rebecca and 
Graceõs Annual Advent 

Party  
Saturday, December 11 th  

3:00 p.m. ð 6:00 p.m.  
At the Manse  

4 Rutland Lane in Mel-
ville  

 
All are welcome!  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY ðThursday, December 16, 1-2:30 p.m. 
 

All who knit or crochet are welcome.  If you have a friend or loved one who might benefit from a shawl to 

support them in challenging times or bless them in celebratory ones, please contact Pastor Rebecca at the 

church office: 631-367-9249. 
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95 Old Country Road 

Melville, NY  11747 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHU RCH  

OF SWEET HOLLOW  

Phone: 631-367-9249 

 

 

  
  

�:�H�¶�U�H���R�Q���W�K�H���:�H�E�� 

 

www.sweethollowpresby.org 

 

Christmas Carol Quiz  
submitted by Marcy Gordon 

 
Can you simplify these verbose versions of classic holiday carols? 

Example: Hush, The Foretelling Spirits Harmonize = Hark, The Herald Angels 
Sing. 

 
1. Hey Minuscule Urban Area Southwest of Jerusalem. 
2. Quiescent Nocturnal Period. 
3. The Autocratic Troika Originating Near the Ascent of Apollo. 
4. The Primary Carol. 
5. Celestial Messengers Who Have Communicated with Us from A Superior Po-
sition. 
6. The Thing Manifests Itself at the Onset of a Transparent Day. 


