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Footprints  

 Here we are at the 
beginning of another new 
year.  Every year what 
comes to me first as I ponder this col-
umn is, of course, New Yearôs Resolu-
tions.  Those we make, those we 
break, those we donôt even bother with 
any more.  It occurs to me that New 
Yearôs resolutions are sort of like the 
snow that has fallen this past week: 
absolutely pristine and gorgeous at first 
and then, as the plows come through 
and the traffic begins to move again, 
they get shoved to the side, dirty and 
forgotten.  Itôs probably not New Yearôs 
resolutions that we need, but rather a 
commitment to being the person God 
imagines us to be year-round.  How-
ever, thatôs a lot easier said than done 
ï and perhaps New Yearôs resolutions 
arenôt entirely a bad thing.  After all, 
they do make us mindful of those 
places that we do wish to improve in 
our lives. 

My daughter Grace has sung 
Josh Grobanôs song ñBelieveò in wor-
ship this holiday season.  As a result, 
Iôve listened to it a lot more often and 
more closely than ever before.  Itôs the 
theme song to Polar Express and thus 
has a lot of traveling metaphors in it.  
My favorite line has come to be: 
ñDestinations are where we begin 
again.ò 

As Grace and I have discussed 
this, sheôs stated, ñThatôs so true, isnôt 

it?  When we finish Middle School, we 
begin again in High School.  And 
when I finish High School, Iôll go off to 
college.ò  I would add that this process 
continues throughout our lives.  As 
each stage of life ends, we begin 
again.  We may not make all these 
transitions, but we all make transi-
tions.  We finish school and begin in 
the workplace.  We marry and begin 
again in a new partnership.  We have 
a child and begin again as we raise a 
family.  We lose a loved one and be-
gin again as we learn to live without 
him or her.  We become ill ourselves 
and begin again as we deal with the 
ramifications of living with that illness.  
Perhaps the New Year is a good place 
to mark transitions we need to make 
or weôd like to make. 

A friend of mine told me of a 
family tradition that sheôd grown up 
with that Grace and I co-opted last 
year and that I lift up to you in this 
one.  An hour before midnight, they 
would write down 100 things that they 
wanted to have happen.  (They actu-
ally did this an hour before their birth-
date, but we changed it to an hour be-
fore midnight on New Yearôs Day so 
that we could do it together.)  These 
werenôt resolutions, but rather inten-
tions.  We put the title at the top: ñ100 
New Yearôs Wishesò and then under-
neath list items.  A few on my list last 
year were: ñThe Presbyterian Church 
of Sweet Hollow gains at least 15 new 

continued on page 7 

Pastor Rebecca and Winifred 

Stagl share a hug and a smile. 



Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil  
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CE Bell Ringer News 
 

Happy New Year 2011 to all our Sweet Hollow 

Sunday School families! 
 

2010 closed with a flurry of Sunday School activi-

ties which included hosting Coffee Hour Birthday 

Party for Jesus on December 19th and the presenta-

tion of the 2010 Christmas Pageant, Nativity Idol 

on the evening of December 19th. Many thanks to 

Audra and Millie Schmitt and Angel Bass for orga-

nizing the Dessert Reception and visit from Santa 

that followed the pageant. 
 

The first Sunday School workshop lesson series to 

begin 2011 continues our study of the life of Moses 

and is the based on the story of Moses and the 

Burning Bush as told in Exodus 3:1-7; 10-14. The 

memory verse for this unit is Exodus 3:12, ñAnd 

God said, óI will be with youô ò. 
 

Mittens and More Tree 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to the 2010 Mit-

tens and More Tree by providing for the Christmas 

wishes of the young mothers and their children at 

Madonna Heights and contributing gifts of warm 

hats, scarves, mittens/gloves for the children and 

families served by the Huntington Station Enrich-

ment Center Boys and Girls Club. Your donations 

this year included 23 scarves, 16 hats, 18 pairs of 

gloves/mittens and 2 hat/glove combos.  
 

Looking Ahead to February 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring 2011 takes place on Sun-

day February 6, 2011. Our Sunday School children 

will be on hand that morning as you arrive for wor-

ship to collect your donations of canned goods and 

money which will be donated to the Huntington 

Community Food Council. 
 

Confirmation Class 2011 
 

 The first meeting for the prospective 2011 confir-

mands and their parents will be held on Sunday 

January 9th following worship. Confirmation will 

be held on Pentecost Sunday, June 12, 2011. 

 

 

Courtney Schmitt shares her 

Christmas wishes with Santa. 

Ben Greller is ready to 

stand and deliver for 

Christmasðwith a little 

help from mom Sarah. 

Baby Madeline Beyer with mom Melissa 

and baby Silas Miller with mom Beth enjoy 

their first Christmas pageant party at 

Sweet Hollow. 

Emily 

Wolf is 

ready 

for 

Santa to 

check 

her list 

twice. 
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Youth Group òKicks offó the New Year Right 
 

In Bowling, the term òKickoffó means a smooth delivery, and thatõs what weõll have 
at our first outing of 2011.  On Sunday, January 9 th , we will be bowling at Commack 
Lanes, 2183 Jericho Turnpike across from the Petsmart and Wendyõs in Commack.  Weõll 
meet during our regularly scheduled time of 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  If youõd like to meet 
in the church parking lot and carpool or find rides nearer your òaddressó (which is also 
the word for the bowlerõs starting position), please speak to Pastor Rebecca and sheõll 
help you make it happen.  The cost for this outing is $15.00 a person and includes shoes, 
all the games the Youth Group can play in two hours and a pizza supper.  

Our second meeting will be on Sunday, January 23 rd  at the church from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. and weõll be preparing and planning for our third annual 30 Hour Famine.  
Thatõs right: our young people voted to make a difference in helping to alleviate World 
Hunger again by participating in the Famine.  Because of the school districtõs Winter 
Break, our date is a couple of weeks later than usual: Saturday, March 19 -Sunday, 
March 20, 2011.  So save it and be ready to have a great time while also being in solidarity 
with others who are hungry around the world.  

Finally, just a heads up that our first meeting in February in not at our regularly 
scheduled time, but earlier as we wait tables at Project HOPE in Huntington Station 
from approximately 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

Get ready to have a great time in 2011, Youth Group, and make the world a better 
place at the same time!  

 

Our traditional Youth Group photo with Santa Claus (back row, left to right): Maddy Bacchus, Kira 

Sansone, Alex DôAngelo, Grace Segers, Dorothy Landkammer, Jessica Fressle, Brittney Moder and 

Jquan Walker; (front row, left to right): Natasha Bacchus, Annalise Thode, Anthony DôAngelo, 

Santa Claus, Emily Moder, and Kristin Conroy. 
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MISSION TEAM 
by Charlotte DeSanti  

 

Welcome 2011!  We hope everyone had a joyous holiday. 
 

Lots of thank you's ahead. 
  

Thank you for all the presents and money that you donated to our Adopt A Family - Sukey's mini van and my daugh-
ter's car were both filled to capacity.  You were all so very generous and it made a wonderful Christmas for the eight 
Mother's and their children of Madonna Heights. 
  

Thank you for all the canned and dry goods put in the Sanctuary basket  each Sunday along with your check dona-
tions for the Huntington Community Food Council.  Every week for so many years, Bill and Alice Wansor have deliv-
ered all that food and monetary donations to the HCFC.  Thank you so much Bill and Alice for all the wonderful work 
you have done so graciously and with such dedication for so long.  I myself have never personally brought the food to 
the HCFC.  It was truly heartbreaking to walk past all these people who are in such dire need  and knowing how hard 
it must be for their own dignity.  I just want you all to know how wonderful all these gifts of food are and so so very 
much needed.  Thank you for your constant support of the HCFC.  We all take for granted how easy it is to go into 
our own refrigerators or cupboards and grab something to eat even when we think we haven't much to eat because 
we did not get to the super market yet or maybe we are out of our favorites.  These people have nothing and going to 
the market is not the same choice we have.  So thank you for your weekly donations which helps to keep the 
"market" they visit stocked.  One can or box of food per week, per family, from our church can yield between 40 and 
60 items alone. Our donations along with the countless other groups that donate, helps to keep the food pantry go-
ing.  Thank you all. 
  

The Sharing Bags for the children of the Huntington Station Enrichment Center will be in the Sanctuary on January 
9th.  Please take a bag and return it by the 23rd of January on which date the bags will be blessed by Pastor Re-
becca and brought over to the Enrichment Center during the week.  Our sharing bags will again be requests of 
healthy snacks for the children. 
  

On February 13th, Sweet Hollow will again be participating in its Sunday Supper for Project Hope in conjunction with 
St Hugh's Roman Catholic Church in Huntington Station.  Please look for Maureen Sansone or myself after church to 
sign up for the various ways in which you can help.  Remember, this is a two day project.  On Saturday you can come 
in the morning (to St Hugh's) and help prepare vegetables etc., or sign up on Sunday for set up, clean up or help 
serve food.  If you are unable to make it, donations of food are welcome.  Each area of help is only an hour of two of 
your time.  All are welcome.  If you are a troop leader or coach a team and would like a community service project for 
your group, please come see us - thank you. 
  

Lastly, my 6 year term as an Elder is up in February and I will no longer be the Mission Chair in the coming year.  I 
will of course be a member and helping out.  I thank all of you in the church community for each and every time you 
helped as we put forth our numerous requests - it has been truly appreciated.  I would especially like to take a mo-
ment to thank all the members of the Mission Team for all their help, hard work and ideas over the past several 
years.  You have all been such a wonderful committee and it couldn't be done without you.  I thank you not just for 
being a member but for your friendship as well!!  Thank you Frank and Maureen, Bill and Sukey, Carol, Gloria, An-
gela, Sarah, Laura, Kira, Annalise and Emily.  And of course to Pastor Rebecca who always inspires us all.  There 
are also a few who are no longer members but I would like to thank.  Alice Wansor and Mary Ellen Moyse who were 
members for years and to Debra Verma who was chairperson before me - thank you all for your friendship, good 
works and help along the way.  And to Eleanor Waters husband Les, although Les is no longer with us - during my 
term as chair I will always remember Les as a wonderful and dedicated member of the Mission Team who did so 
much for us and Sweet Hollow as well.  
  

Finally, for anyone who would like to join the Mission Team, we will be having our first meeting of the year on Tues-
day, January 11th at 6:30 pm.  It will last till 7:30 as many of our members will be off to choir practice.  Please come 
and join us.  We meet once a month and if your schedule is a busy one (which most of us have these days) please 
know that we would love to have you in whatever capacity we can!  As you can see, we have a lot of various things 
that go on during the year and maybe you can help with only one or two.  That is fine - any help you can give is great 
- we need you!  Just help along the way to continue our good works in the community. 
  

A Happy Healthy New Year ahead to all! 
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Worship Team News 
by Margaret Wolf  

 

We celebrated the Advent and Christmas seasons 

this year in many wondrous ways, with a variety of 

beautiful worship services that were enjoyed by all, 

from young to old and everyone in between.  The 

sanctuary was decorated to the nines and the choir 

swelled in numbers to lift up the sounds of the sea-

son, with Christmas carols selected by the congre-

gation.  Thanks to everyone who helped to make 

this a truly blessed season of joy.  

 

On Sunday, December 12th, the session of the Pres-

byterian Church of Sweet Hollow received the Bac-

chus family into membership before worship.  Then 

the congregation enjoyed a beautiful Prelude with 

the Bacchus children accompanying Music Director 

Rachel Fogel on ñIn the Bleak Midwinterò and 

ñGentle Mary Laid Her Childò on two violins and 

the cello.  During the service, parents John and 

Jessie and teens John and Madeline were officially 

welcomed.  Meanwhile the Pre-confirmation Class 

has enjoyed youngest Natashaôs presence in their 

class.  She will be in the Confirmation Class in 

2012.  

 

We have been invited to participate in two Interfaith 

Services in January.  The first is the Martin Luther 

King, Jr. service on Sunday, January 16th at 6:00 

p.m. at St. Hugh of Lincoln Roman Catholic Church 

in Huntington Station, where our young people have 

been invited to open worship with a candlelighting 

ceremony.  In addition, those who have participated 

in the 30 Hour Famine have been invited to share in 

reading from the liturgy since the focus of this 

yearôs service is children and hunger.  Our liturgical 

dance ministry will also be ministering ñI Need You 

to Survive.ò  The second service is the Interfaith 

Service for Peace sponsored by the Shanti Fund on 

Sunday, January 30th at 4:00 p.m. at the Dennison 

Building and our dancers will be ministering ñI 

Need You to Surviveò there as well.  Dancers and 

young people who would like to participate in either 

or both of these services should let Pastor Rebecca 

know. 

 

 

 

Women4Womenõs Spiritual Feast 
  
 Women4Women begins the new year 
right: with a òFeast of Forgiveness.ó  Leader 
Jondi Whitis of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Manhattan is traveling to Sweet Hol-
low to lead us in a program that offers the pos-
sibility to begin the new year on a firm footing 
of love and forgiveness.  What could be better 
than that?  Our program occurs this Monday, 
January 3rd from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and a 
suggested donation of $5.00 is requested to 
help Jondi defray her travel fees. 
 
 Please join us with open hearts and let 
us take this opportunity together.  If youõd like 
to bring some fresh fruit or other light refresh-
ment, please let Pastor Rebecca know. 

CALL OF THE ANNUAL MEETING  

 

Notice is hereby given of the annual corporate and 

ecclesiastical meeting of the Presbyterian Church 

of Sweet Hollow, located at 95 Old Country Road 

in Melville, New York to be held in the church 

sanctuary following the 10 a.m. Worship Service 

on Sunday, January 30, 2011 for the purpose of: 

 

¶ Electing officers to serve for the coming 

year; 

¶ Receiving and acting upon reports from 

church organizations and committees; 

¶ Presenting the 2011 Church Budget, the 

Local and General Mission Budgets for dis-

cussion and support; 

¶ Adopting the call to the pastor; and 

¶ Transacting whatever other business may 

properly come before the meeting at this 

time. 

 

By order of the Session, 

Margaret Wolf 

Clerk of Session 



PAGE 6 NEWS & VIEWS OF ACTIVITIES & HAPPENINGS AT THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SWEET HOLLOW  JANUARY 2011  

 
 

SWEET HOLLOW NEWS 

by Bill Walter  

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 11TH IS THE DATE  

OF OUR FIRST 2011 CHURCH BRUNCH 

 

Gold Coast Mansions will be the topic of 

our first 2011 Brunch on the Second Tuesday, 

January 11th.  Three are in Huntington, Vanderbilt, 

Caumsett and Oheka and six others are on the 

North Shore in Nassau County.  Who built them?  

Whatôs in them?  Why might you want to visit 

them?  You will see some picturesque shots in a 60

-minute video of the interiors and grounds of these 

American equivalent of castles or chateaus con-

structed for Americaôs first captains of industry 

before there were federal taxes on acquired wealth.  

And speaking of taxes we might want to follow the 

video up with a brief discussion of what the latest 

tax law passed just two weeks ago might mean for 

us in terms of changes in Social Security, Medi-

care, Long Term Health Insurance and taxes on 

income, including pensions, dividends, capital 

gains, etc. We will have some scrumptious goodies 

to go along with our usual freshly brewed coffee to 

provide an assortment of refreshments and fellow-

ship ï a Happy New Year start for this 

new 2011 year. The Brunch starts at 

10:00 and will run ótil 12:30 p.m.  

Come join us.  Youôll find a most 

needed warm break during this wintry 

ADOPT A FAMILY  
by Sukey Walter 

 

On Dec 21st we had six wrappers busily 

wrapping the unwrapped presents for our 

Adopt a Family Project.  Carol Keil, 

Marian Beller, Rebecca Segers, Charlotte 

DeSanti, her daughter Sarah and Sukey 

Walter were the wrappers.  We filled two 

cars with all the presents that were donated by 

church members and friends.  We delivered them to 

Madonna Heights where they made Christmas mer-

rier for all the moms and their kids.  Thank you to 

all who either bought, donated money and/or 

wrapped. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

 
Please join us on Thursday, January 

20, 2011 from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

All who knit or crochet are welcome.  

If you have a friend or loved one who 

might benefit from a shawl to support 

them in challenging times or bless 

them in celebratory ones, please contact Pastor Re-

becca at the church office: 631-367-9249. 

Ever wonder 

what the 

young people 

are up to in 

the base-

ment?  April 

Fallon, Emily 

Moder, Nicky 

Fressle, Dylan 

Landkam-

mer, Grace 

Segers and 

Dorothy 

Landkammer 

are playing 

board games! 
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members in 2010,ò ñI pay off my credit card bills,ò 
and ñI spend time with my mother.ò  Once finished, 
you take the list and put it under your pillow, sleep-
ing on it the night of New Yearôs Eve into New 
Yearôs Day.  The next morning, you take your list, 
fold it up, put it away in a safe place and donôt look 
at it for the entire year.  Then right before you 
make your new list for the next year, you take it 
out and look at it and see how much youôve done! 

I actually just looked at mine and itôs New 
Yearôs Adam (that is, New Yearôs Eve Eve ï Sarah 
Greller taught us a new way to look at the day be-
fore an ñeveò this past Christmas.  Since Adam 
came before Eve, the day before an Eve is an 
Adam ï get it?) in order to write this article and it is 
amazing how much Iôve accomplished on it.  We 
had 21 new members join Sweet Hollow in this 
past year.  My credit card bills are not all paid off, 
but theyôve been whittled down substantially.  We 
spent a glorious week with my mother in August ï 
not enough time, but still lovely all the same. 

This method of expressing New Yearôs 
resolutions seems so much more positive to me 
than the way I used to do it.  It is, in effect, a way 
of putting them all out there and then ñLetting Go 
and Letting Godò work with me on them throughout 
the new year.  Did I manage to accomplish all 100 
items on the list?  No, but rather than internally 
belittling myself for my failures, I was able to see 
all the successes that I enjoyed by Godôs grace.  
Plus I look forward to lifting up my requests to God 
this season through writing them down and placing 
them under my pillow and into my subconscious 
as the new year begins. 

If you choose to do this, Iôll also let you in 
on one ñrule.ò  Youôre supposed to finish writing 
before midnight, so start no later than 11:00 p.m. 
to give yourself at least an hour.  Yes, it really 
takes that long.  If youôre going out to celebrate 
with others, youôll want to do this before you go.  
Then you can enjoy your time with friends and 
sleep on your hopes when you get home.  If you 
donôt get this message until after the New Year 
begins, do it a day or two or twenty later.  God 
blesses us and our dreams each and every day if 
we lift them up to the Lord. 

Happy New Year, everybody! 
 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 

  

Footprints continued from page 1 .Book Discussion Travels to the  

10th Parallel 
 

When most of us think of 

Islam, we think of the Mid-

dle East, but four-fifths of 

the worldôs Muslims actu-

ally live elsewhere: many 

of them along the tropical 

latitudinal 10th parallel.  

Eliza Griswoldôs book, 

ñThe Tenth Parallel: Dis-

patches from the Fault Line 

between Christianity and 

Islamò covers much of that 

forgotten territory.  Over 

the course of seven years, author Griswold travels to 

Nigeria, Sudan, Somalia, Indonesia, Malaysia and 

the Philippines.  In this tropical region of varying 

climates and geography along the 10th parallel, she 

investigates how history, resources, climate and ge-

ography have affected and shaped the struggle be-

tween the Christian and Islamic religions, where 

more than 60% of the worldôs Christians and more 

than İ the worldôs Muslims live.  Along the way, 

she meets and interacts with individuals from both 

faiths, thus not giving over to characterizations and 

abstractions but telling their stories from separate 

and specific points of view.  Wonôt you pick up this 

fascinating book, read it and join us on Monday, 

January 24th at 7:30 p.m. to discuss it? 

Prayer Corner 
 

As the New Year begins, we pray for those 

who were born in 2010 (and their parents!) 

 

Ben Greller (+ Sarah and Rusel) 
 

Evan Pereira (+ Beth and Nick) 
 

Silas Miller (+ Beth and Josh) 
 

Madeline Beyer (+ Melissa and Jim) 
 

Michael Gagliardo (+ Nicole and Tony) 
 

Jacob Teelucksingh (+ Jessica and Peter) 
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Sarah Greller serves up good food and cozy chat while 

Denise Moder lends a listening ear. 

Barbara Martin and Connie Zhang enjoy conversation in 

the kitchen. 

Madeline Beyer has bite to eat in Martha  

Garlandôs loving arms. 

Caroline Martin, Joe Moder and Emily Kotting share some 

Christmas cheer. 

Charlotte DeSanti, Gloria Sperry and Sukey Walter appreciate 

the pleasure of a good time. 

Betty Perkins and George Bures enjoy a chat and a 

smile in the kitchen. 

MANSE ADVENT PARTY PICTURES  

BELL RINGER DEADLINE ðTUESDAY, JANUARY 25 


