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Footprints  

 I am writing this 

article from my hotel room 

in Tel Aviv, Israel on the 

14th floor of the beautiful Carlton Hotel 

overlooking the city.  I had planned in 

advance to wait until I was here before 

I wrote this monthôs article, thinking 

that I would be inspired by the trip to 

say new and (hopefully) profound 

things.  I find that at this point, approxi-

mately 24 hours into my time here, I 

am inspired, but hardly ready to write 

anything definitive about anything!  

Perhaps that is the purpose in coming 

here ï to learn about the situation in 

enough detail that it is not possible to 

have definitive answers anymore. 

 The delegation of Protestant 

pastors with which I am traveling is 

very interesting in its own right: a 

group representing a broad diversity of 

traditions, among them Presbyterian, 

Episcopalian, Disciples of Christ, Bap-

tist, Congregationalist and African 

Methodist Episcopal.  We are four 

women and nine men; three black, two 

Asian (one Japanese-American and one 

Korean) and eight white.  We range in 

age from 30s to late 60s or early 70s.  

We come from all over the US, urban 

and suburban and exurban centers.  We 

are led by a Jewish rabbi from the 

States, and guided by an Israeli who 

lives between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. 

 So far, we have met with the 

Program Coordinator for Project Inter-

change, Yael Gamon; a career military 

and former Foreign Press Advisor to 

the Prime Minister, Col. Miri Eisen; 

and a Palestinian, Shireen Essawi, and 

an Israeli, Aaron Banea, who are mem-

bers of The Parentsô Circle (an organi-

zation of bereaved families supporting 

peace) who have both lost loved ones 

to the violence in the area.  On top of 

that weôve both toured the ancient city 

of Joppa/Jaffa and the modern city of 

Tel Avivôs Independence Hall.  Itôs 

been a full day! 

 While I am immensely enjoy-

ing the whole experience, learning a 

lot professionally and personally, I am 

even more aware now than I was be-

fore I came, of the density and com-

plexity of the situation in the Middle 

East.  The history of the process by 

which Israel became a sovereign state, 

which I had formerly understood in a 

rather vague amorphous sort of way, is 

much clearer on the one hand, even as 

how I feel about it has become murk-

ier.  All this in 24 hours. 

 I think perhaps this is the na-

ture of life itself.  The more that we 

understand the driving factors behind 

any situation ï and the people involved 

within them ï the more our moral, 

ethical compasses are challenged.  As 

Christians, we are 

called to respond 
 continued on page 7 
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Thank you, to all who made the Pancake Breakfast so successful! Over 80 hungry folks gathered on Sun-
day, February 10th to enjoy breakfast prepared by the Sunday School children and their teachers. A free 
will offering to support Central Asia Instituteôs work in Afghanistan and Pakistan totaled $233.00. The Spir-
itLifters, who had so blessed the worship service with their musical talents, continued to share their music 
with us during the breakfast making for a very memorable event. 
 
The March Sunday School workshops continue the theme Jesus Calls the Disciples:  Philip and Nathan-
ael with a Music workshop on Sunday, March 2nd and a Crafts/Assessment workshop on Sunday, March 
9th. The children will participate in the Palm Sunday Service on Sunday, March 16th and attend family wor-
ship on Easter Sunday, March 23rd.  
 
The next WoRM unit, based on Acts 8: 26-39, begins on Sunday, March 30th; look for details in the April 
Bell Ringer . 

 
 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
 
Calling all children to the Annual Easter Egg Hunt  to be held on Sunday, March 16 th following 
the Palm Sunday worship service! The children will be creating their Egg Hunt ñbasketsò in the 
Craft Workshop on Sunday, March 9th.  

 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing  
 

The One Great Hour of Sharing  time is here. The children are continuing a tradition begun last year by 
inviting all Sweet Hollow Church members to share in the opportunity to fill the colorful OGHS fish banks 
with coins, bills and checks! The Sunday School children will collect the banks in fishnets during the offer-
ing on Palm Sunday, March 16th. You will find the banks available in the sanctuary thru Sunday, March 9th. 

 
 

Please Save These Dates!  
 

Mark your calendars now for two great Summer 2008 events - 
¶ Vacation Bible School  takes place August 4 -8, 2008 from 9a.m.-12 noon. 
¶ The annual opportunity for our young people to volunteer at Heifer Internationalôs Over-

look Farm  in Rutland, Mass. takes place August 22 -26, 2008. 

  
 

Calling all Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts  
 
The annual Scout Sunday celebration is scheduled for Sunday, March 9 th! Scout vol-
unteers are needed to usher, to lead the Call to Worship, and to read the Scripture Les-
sons. Please call the church office at 367-9249 to add your name to the sign-up list. 

 


