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Footprints  

I sit this morning in a blue 

plastic Adirondack chair 

overlooking Napeague 

Bay.  I spent yesterday at the Presby-

tery meeting in Montauk and through 

the generosity of Ken, Linda and Ollie, 

members of my friend and colleague 

Rev. Steve Howarthôs congregation in 

Amagansett, I was able to spend the 

night in their beach house on the bay.  I 

woke early this morning and now sit 

with coffee and my journal watching 

the water.  The day has dawned stealth-

ily; the sky hesitates to let light 

through, but thereôs enough for the wa-

ter to ripple as with dusty jewels rolling 

across its surface.  A gull is shrieking 

commentary one moment and gliding 

with the current the next.  The air is 

alive with sound, but not the sounds of 

humankind. 

 

As I sit, I ponder the sacramental aspect 

of life.  This Sunday, as with the first 

Sunday in June, we will be celebrating 

both sacraments in the Presbyterian 

Church in the same worship service: 

baptism and the Lordôs Supper.  These 

two acts initiate us into the family of 

God and celebrate the gift of that ongo-

ing community.  They have been desig-

nated as sacred to us through scripture, 

tradition and our shared acknowledge-

ment of their sacramental nature.  Both 

were experienced by our Lord Jesus 

Christ and have been passed down by 

His command.  But the elements that 

make up their practice ï water and 

bread and fruit of the vine ï are easily 

acquired, both in ancient Israel and 

here on Long Island today. 

 

I sit here looking at and listening to the 

water lapping at the shore, this vast 

expanse that God has created, and I 

wonder how much more meaningful 

life might be if I were to take more 

time to appreciate these things.  I am 

not a nature girl ï or more precisely, I 

am a mountain person, not a water per-

son, having been raised in the Ozark 

Mountains in the land-locked state of 

Arkansas ï but there is something glo-

rious in the element of water as I am 

experiencing it in this moment.  It is 

easier for me to relate to the sacred in 

the bread and cup.  I love to cook, to 

bake, to make a meal that both nour-

ishes and nurtures those who share in 

it together.  Perhaps you feel the same 

way.  Or maybe you might take some 

time to consider, too, the ways in 

which the elements of our sacraments 

touch you beyond experiencing them 

in worship. 

continued on page 7 



Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil  
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Christian Ed News 
 

Summer Sunday School 2011 

The Ten Commandments! 

 

All children entering Kindergarten-8th grade are invited to join us each Sunday*  this Summer as we explore 

the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments as found in Exodus 20:1-17; 25:10-22. 
 

Since Fall 2010 our pre-K thru 5th graders have been following the life of Moses, from his infancy in Egypt; 

his life in the Egyptian royal household; his flight to Midian; his encounter with God at the Burning Bush; 

his return to Egypt to plead for the release of the Hebrew slaves and the 10 Plagues that led finally to free-

dom for the Hebrew people through the parted waters of the Red Sea! 
 

The Summer Sunday School lesson plan includes music, clips from the movie The Ten Commandments; 

Commandment of the Week featuring our Dear Gabby puppet reading letters that deal with contemporary 

10 Commandment issues and ñDrawn from the Newsò- stories found in the news that show the need for the 

10 Côs is still very great, indeed! Along the way weôll play games; build a model of Mt. Sinai (aka Mt. 

Horeb); build a model of The Ark of the Covenant and write our own version of the ñ10 Côsò! 
 

Leaders and Room Shepherds are needed! Please see the sign up sheet on the table at the rear of the 

Sanctuary or call the church office @ 631-367-9249 to sign up. 
 

Nursery care is provided each week under the supervision of Connie Zhang and Youth Deacons Alexandra 

DôAngelo and Grace Segers. 
 

*Summer Sunday School will be held each Sunday through August 28th with the exception of Sunday July 

3rd. Nursery care will be provided on July 3rd. 

 

 

The girls take the bread (left to right): Serena Lucas, 

Cathryn Mercurio, Amanda Moder and Courtney Schmitt 

being served by Pastor Rebecca. 

Pastor Rebecca leads a clap offering for the 2nd and 3rd 

graders who have received their Bibles (left to right): 

Amanda Moder, Cathryn Mercurio, Serena Lucas and 

Courtney Schmitt. 
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WORSHIP NEWS 
by Frank Sansone 

      

Youth Sunday was held on June 5, 2011.  Thank 

you to Melissa DôAngelo and Denise Moder and 

their Pre-Confirmation class for preparing the ser-

vice.  A special thank you to Dorothy Landkammer 

for reading the Call To Worship and to April 

Fallon for doing the Scripture Readings.   

      

On June 12, the Pentecost Service was held in con-

junction with the Confirmation of April Fallon, 

Dorothy Landkammer, Emily Moder and Mary 

Reiser, who all assisted in the Worship Service and 

later bravely read their Statements of Faith to the 

entire congregation.  This was followed by their 

formal Confirmation ceremony, where they knelt 

and were then welcomed by the entire congrega-

tion by the collective laying on of hands.  Not to be 

overlooked was the Introit for this service, a per-

formance of the energetic Liturgical Dance to the 

song ñHighest Praise,ò performed by Jessica 

Fressle, Brittney Moder and Grace Segers.  Thank 

you all for doing your part in making this such a 

spirit-filled service. 

      

On June 19, Rachel Fogel and the Choir blessed us 

by preparing a special Offertory Anthem, the song 

ñThe Joy That I Feel,ò which was written by our 

own Maurice Perkins, who was also the featured 

soloist.  The Offertory Anthem was recorded, 

along with the service, and is available for your 

listening pleasure on the table in the back of the 

sanctuary.  If by chance there are no copies remain-

ing, look for them in another week-Iôll make more 

copies. 

      

Pastor Emeritus John Wallace preached on June 

26.  He will return for the August 14 service.           

      

Pastor Segers will be preaching all the other weeks 

of the summer.         

 

Serena Lucas prepares for baptism on Sunday, June 5, 

surrounded by her family (left to right): Richard Lucas, 

Rich Lucas, Kim Fustell and Lucille Bootman. 

After her 

baptism, 

Serena Lu-

cas takes a 

walk around 

the sanctu-

ary with Pas-

tor Rebecca. 

Pastor Rebecca confirms April Fallon, Emily 

Moder, Mary Reiser, and Dorothy Landkam-

mer into membership in the Presbyterian 

Church of Sweet Hollow. 
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Quick Bread Mixes  

Quick Cookie Mixes  

Brownie Mix  

Cake Mixes  

Instant Pudding Mix  

Frosting  

Vegetable Oil  

Are you interested in being part of a Menõs Group at Sweet Hollow? 
 

There is some grassroots movement going on to develop a Menõs Group along similar lines to 
Women4Women.  In other words, a group that would get together once a month for activities 
both spiritual and/or fellowship -oriented.  If you would like to be part of the Development Team 
to begin organizing it or simply a part of it once itõs underway, please speak with Pastor Re-
becca.  The objective would be to begin in the Fall of this year.  
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SWEET HOLLOW NEWS 
by Bill Walter  

 

OUR NEXT CHURCH BRUNCH IS  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH 

 

The Church Brunch is on vacation during July & 

August, so enjoy your summer and place the 2nd 

Tuesdays on your calendar for the last 4 months of 

2011 for some exciting programs.  Weôre fortunate 

to have received a copy of the award-winning docu-

mentary Budrus which will be our program in one 

of those months.  Budrus has won awards in 8 re-

cent film festivals.  The story line is that it takes a 

village to unite the most divided people on earth.  

When a Palestinian village is threatened with de-

struction by Israelôs Separation Barrier, a 15-year 

old girl in the village launches a womenôs contin-

gent that shows what a people who choose nonvio-

lence can accomplish to confront a threat.  Another 

program we have lined up for the fall is The Gods 

Must Be Crazy ï an empty Cocoa Cola bottle 

dropped into the Kalahari in Africa changes the life 

of the Bushman who finds it ï which might be 

termed a romantic comedy set in Africa. 

 

So place the 2nd Tuesdays of September 

through December on your calendar now 

and join us in the fall for some fellowship, 

refreshments and programs of varied interests.  We 

will have freshly brewed coffee to start our Brunch 

at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Parlor, and scrumptious 

food will keep us going ótil 12:30 p.m.  Come join 

Youth Group and Mission Trip Update 
 

While other groups may be on 
summer hiatus, this is the time 
that the Youth Group does some 
of its most meaningful work and 
has the most fun along the way.  

On Sunday, July 17th from 12:30 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m., theyôll be holding a Joint Sweet Hollow/
Garden City Youth Group Pool Party at the Wal-
terôs home, 355 West Hills Road in Huntington.  
There will be hot dogs and chips and more to eat 
and, for those who are participating in the Mission 
Trip, a short time of planning and information.  (If 
youôre not going on the trip, donôt worry: youôre 
still more than welcome to come join in the fun!) 

On Sunday, August 7th, those who are go-
ing on the Mission Trip will meet in the church 
parking lot at 6:30 a.m. to travel to Maine to-
gether.  Weôll be caravanning in several vehicles, 
picking up a few more when we meet with the 
Garden City group at a pre-determined spot along 
the Northern State Parkway.  (We are still looking 
for help with vehicles and if you are willing to lend 
one for the week, we would be very grateful.  
Pastor Rebecca would be happy to trade cars for 
the week.  Frank Sansone needs a vehicle, but 
has no car to exchange.  Please let Pastor Re-
becca know ASAP if you can help out with this.) 

Once we arrive in Maine, weôll 
visit the worksites that have been se-
lected for us.  Then weôll spend the 
week working from 9-5 Monday 
through Friday doing minor carpentry, 
painting and other home repairs for 
those in need.  Weôll be staying on the University 
of Maine at Farmington campus and eating our 
meals in the Congregational Church Fellowship 
Hall across the street.  Weôve earned $1700 on 
fundraisers and $4500 in grants from the Presby-
tery and the Synod.  Our current cost is $250 per 
person for the trip, although weôre still waiting to 
hear from one more grant request, so the amount 
could go down.  Weôll be returning from the trip on 
Saturday, August 13th arriving home in the 5:00 or 
6:00 p.m. vicinity. 

If you plan to join us, but havenôt gotten 
your registration form in to Pastor Rebecca yet, 
please do so ASAP and be prepared for the time 
of your life while making a true difference in the 
lives of those in need. 

SAVE THE DATEðSunday, November 13, 4 p.m. 
 

 Sweet Hollow goes to the Circusðthe Squirm Bur-

pee Circus at the Staller Center.   Come and enjoy a dazzling 

display of first class circus skills, dapper dance moves and 

outrageous comedy. 

 Mike the Handsome, Dashing Dave and the Lovely 

Little Lolo make up the beloved circus trio who must outwit 

the dastardly Baron Vegan Von Hamburger, a mustachioed 

villain decidedly dedicated to their demise.  Will Dave ever 

find his true love?  Will Lolo unlock Mikeôs heart?  Or will 

the Baron win the day and destroy them all?   

 Weôve reserved 25 seats and would love to have you 

come along with us.  Speak to Bill Walter to save seats for you 

and your family.  
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Women4Women News  

Women4Women held its final gathering of 
the season, their Annual Retreat, at the Seminary 
of the Immaculate Conception in Huntington.  They 
thoroughly enjoyed the good food, lovely lodgings 
and exquisite grounds during their time there.  Sev-
eral votes were made to hold it at the seminary 
again next year and Pastor Rebecca has already 
been in conversation with Angela Lenahan, the 
Booking Coordinator, about making it happen. 

The programôs theme this year was ñThe 
Human Face of Jesus.ò  The women were greeted 
with a room filled with almost 50 pictures of Jesus 
from a variety of cultures.  The pictures/paintings 
were placed around the room in the chronology of 
Jesusô life, beginning with his birth and ending with 
his ascension into heaven and unity with the Trinity.  
Many showed Jesus in ways that the participants 
had never seen him before: portrayed as Japanese, 
Native American, African, etc.  These images 
opened our eyes to the ways Jesus appears in our 
own lives, in the faces of the people we meet and 
even in nature.  It was a wonderfully spiritual ex-
perience and because of the closer location, we 
had many women participate who havenôt been 
able to in the past. 

While our program is technically on hiatus 
through the summer and doesnôt officially begin 
again until the first Monday in October, Pastor Re-
becca has received a suggestion that we might 
gather to see the upcoming movie The Help, with 
those who would like to read the book beforehand, 
and then enjoy discussion afterward.  If youôd be 
interested in spending an evening at the movies to 
enjoy this particular show, please let Pastor Re-
becca know and sheôll set aside a date and time to 
do so. 

Prayer Corner  
 

1. Joe Moder, for healing after double by-

pass surgery on Thursday, June 23rd 

2. Maurice Perkins, as he undergoes hip 

replacement surgery on Tuesday, July 

5th and and heals from it afterward 

3. Eleanor Waters, as she prepares for 

her move to Queensbury 

4. Margaret Wolf, as her due date nears 

and for her family: Jaimie, Emily and 

Laura as they all prepare for a new ad-

dition to their family  

5. Emily Kotting, who continues to re-

cover in Hilaire Rehabilitation Center 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
by Alice Wansor  

 
Since this may be the last month 
that Eleanor will be preparing the 
Bell Ringer before she moves, I 
would like to mention how much 
Iôve enjoyed working with her each 
month.  Thank you for Being, Nice Friend. 
 
Our July and August meetings will be on July 21 
and August 18 from 1:00-2:30 p.m.  All who knit or 
crochet are welcome to join us.  Picture yourself 
on your shady porch or garden making shawls or 
scarves for those in need of comfort.  You will be 
rewarded as well as those who receive them. 
 
If you have a friend or loved one who might benefit 
from a shawl, please contact Alice Wansor at 631-
423-1077.  

Some of the ladies after theyôve walked to see God 
in Nature (left to right): Sukey Walter, Pastor Re-
becca, Betty Perkins, Maureen Sansone, Melissa 

DôAngelo and Alice Wansor. 

BELL RINGER DEADLINE  
 

Wednesday, August 24 
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How much more sacred all of life might appear to 

us were we to be more intentional about recogniz-

ing Godôs presence each time we encounter the ele-

ments of our sacraments.  When the rain showers 

down or while drinking a glass of cool water on a 

hot summerôs day or being sprayed by sprinklers 

watering the lawn.  When tasting fresh bread or 

enjoying a glass of juice or wine. 

 

I know that many of you will be spending time at 

the beach this summer.  Perhaps you might con-

sider your baptism as you or your children or 

grandchildren frolic in the waters at Jones Beach or 

Sunken Meadow.  Perhaps you might remember 

your adoption as children of God, forgiven and 

freed through grace.  Perhaps you might sanctify 

those moments by joining me in worship each Sun-

day (in our newly air-conditioned!) sanctuary.  I 

know that your faith journey will only be enriched 

if you do. 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 

 

 

 

Footprints continued from page 1 Book Discussion Reads  

ñThe Great Emergenceò 
 

The Book Discussionôs 

Summer Read is a light 

volume of only 165 pages, 

but an exciting one.  In it, 

author Phyllis Tickle, 

founding editor of the Re-

ligion Department of Pub-

lishers Weekly, faithful 

Episcopalian and speaker 

extraordinaire (Pastor Re-

becca was blessed to have 

her as an adjunct professor 

during her two weeks at 

Fuller Theological Semi-

nary in Pasadena), maps out the path of the Chris-

tian church over the centuries.  She posits that every 

500 years or so, the church goes through a big shake

-up, the first being of course, Jesusô life, death and 

resurrection and the most recent one the Protestant 

revolution. 

 

In these times of upheaval, which Tickle colloqui-

ally calls ñRummage Sales,ò the church makes deci-

sions about what to keep and what to get rid of in 

terms of authority and practice.  Tickle further pos-

tulates that we are going through one of these major 

reconfigurations right now.  It is certainly no secret 

to those of us who are faithful that something has 

been going on with the church in the last few dec-

ades, with the decline of mainline denominations, 

the rise of megachurches and emerging churches 

and Pentecostalism in the global South.  Further-

more, this most recent change is still underway: we 

donôt know what, exactly, ñchurchò is going to look 

like once itôs over. 

 

Tickle takes us on a journey that gives us a glimpse 

of where we might be headed.  In simple prose with 

multiple diagrams, she looks at the influences of 

science and history and charts a course of hope and 

emergence for the church.  Wonôt you pick it up 

over the summer, read it and join us in the Parlor on 

Monday, September 19th at 7:30 p.m. to share your 

thoughts on it? 

April 

Fallon, 

Mary 

Reiser, 

Emily 

Moder and 

Dorothy 

Landkam-

mer kneel 

at the 

prideaux. 

Confirmands April Fallon, Dorothy Land-

kammer, Emily Moder and Mary Reiser are 

ready to celebrate their membership with a 

yummy cake. 
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95 Old Country Road 

Melville, NY  11747 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHU RCH  

OF SWEET HOLLOW  

Phone: 631-367-9249 

Weôre on the Web! 

 

www.sweethollowpresby.org 

The Choir sings Maurice and John Perkinôs original song, ñThe Joy That I Feelò (left to right): Carol Keil, 

Maureen Sansone, Maurice Perkins, Barbara Martin, Jim Sommermeyer and John Speed with Rachel Fogel 

directing.  (Hidden but singing are Eleanor Waters, Lynn Burke and Emily Martin.) 


